oF THE 


General Aſſembly 


OF THE 


SCOTLAND; 


| 3 at Edinburgh, the zoth Day b Gr May, 1723 
— —— — 
| Coletted and extracted from the Records, Ty the Clerk thereof: 


In _— W 4 7 — 


£DINBURGH 


CHURCH 


| Printed by the Succeſſors of Andrew 4 Nr 


the Church of SCOTLAND, and fold at the Shop 
| of Toys Paton Bookſeller 1 in the Parliament-cloſs, Ele 


THE PRINCIPAL [| 


CTS 


* 
— 
- 


_— : _ " 8 wy — 9 — K 1 uh A 
* _— ew k 
* © > 


T H E PRINCIPAL 


ACTS 


OF THE 


General Aſſembly 


OF THE 


CHURCH 
SCO TLAND : 


Holden and begun at EDINBURGH, upon 4 | 
the 1oth 25 of May WA and ending the 22d Br 
of that ſame Month 


a. ee __— _ _——_— . 


1 — 


a — 
—Bv 


* 


The King's C ommiſſon to Hugh Earl of Lou- 
doun produced, and ordered to be recorded. 


At Edinburgh, 1oth May, 1922, Seſſ. r, 


wx HE General Aſſembly of the Miniſters and 
ERS Ruling Elders of this National Church, be- 
ing conveened and conſtituted, there was 
produced to them by the Right Honourable 
nm Hugh Earl of L His Majeſty's Com- 
miſfca ſealed with the Seal appo inted by che reaty of 
Union 1 the Two Kingdoms of Scotland and Eng- 
land, to be kept and uſed in Scotland, in Place of the 
Great Seal of Scotland; appointing him His Majeſty's 
High Commiſfioner, and Re preſentative in this National 
Aﬀembly + Which Gommiſſion being pu publickly read, with 
all due Honour and — the General Aſſembly order- 
ed the ſame to be recorded in their — .""i_ ad futuram 
Rei Memoriam, the Tenor whereof follow 
33 | G EORGI U S 
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gm ORGIUS, Dei Gratia, Magnz Britannia, 
N Franciz, £& Hiberniz Rex, F:deique Defer. 
for, Omnibus probis Hominibus. ad quos fra. 
ſentes Literæ Noſtre pervenerint, Salutem. 
Quandoquidem Nos confiderantes, quod Gene. 
ralis Eccleſiæ Scotiz Conventus in decimum Diem Menſis Majj | 
oxime futuri convenire Ordinatus fuit. Noſque etiam 4. 
"= 2 idi, quin etiam neceſſarium a jadicantes in Com. 
£ maodum dictæ Ecilefie, ut idem Generals Ecclefie Conventy, 
Die Statuto debite obſervetur, atque Rebus magni Moment 
Nos alio Vocantibus difto Conventui N ter Intereſe 
nequimus. Et per multa Teſtimonia Nobis abunde ſati qa. 
cum ſit de  Sufficientia £5 Fidelitate, Fideliſſimi && Dilectiſ 
fimi Noſtri Conſanguinei & Confiliarii Hugonis Comitls 4+ 
Loudoun, quod ad ſummm Munus ſupremi Noſtri Commiſſo- 
narii, difto Generali Conventui, rite exertendum & obern. 
dum uſque quaque fit. inſtruttus & idoneus ; Noveritis igi. 
tur Nos Wominaſſe, Conſtituiſſe & Ordinaſſe, ſicuti W 
Tenore Præſentium, Nominamus, Conſtituimus & Ordinamus 
| antedictum Fideliſſimum*.&5 Dilectiſſimum Noſtrum Conſan. 
| guineum & Conſiliarium Hugonem 3 3 Oun 
—_ uprenium Noſtrum Commiſſionarium dicto Generali Ecclef 
1 2 — Conuentui; Dando pariter & Concedendb illi 1 
= | ſimam Poteſtatem, Commiſfionem & Warrantum, Sacram Ne 
E tram —.— & cAutboritatem Regalem repreſentandi; 
E ON Nec non, Præſentiam Noſtram fupplendi, Locum Noſtrum in 
= dicto ſubſequenti Generali Conventu tanquam Commi ſſionario 
1 Wy Noſiro in Effectum ſpecialiter Conſtituts tenendi, am- 
| . Hiaque alia ad Imperium & Manus Commiſſivnarii pro Ge. 
= aerali Eccleſia. Conventu peragendi, tam plene, adeoque libere, 
- 1 guovis Reſpectu, quam quilibet alius ejuſdem ſummi Mu 
eri fecerat, ſeu quovis Tempore præterito facere potuerat ; 
& ac fi. Nos-1tfi perſonaliter Præſentes facere potuerimus. 
Quæque omnia & ſingula a dicto Hugone Comte de Lou- 
doun in hac Noſtru Taue ene fe uenda, legittime faci- 
enda Nos firmiter apprubamus, & nabitari ſums. "Omnibus 
£& .ſougulis inſuper amtedictæ 'Ecclefie & .. Conventus Paſt 
 ribus & Presbyteris, | caterifque | quibuſcunque infra ih 
lam Partem Magnæ Britanniz Scotiam vocatam, Subditis 8 
Meſtris cujuſcungue Gradus ſeu Qualitatis, ut dictum Hugo 8 
nem Camitem de Loudoun, tanquam ſupremum Noſtrun 4 
Commiſſionarium, quoad Effettum & Modum : ſupra mentio- 
natum, revereantur, agnaſcant, & Ditto ipſius audientes ſt | 
Pr abeant ſtricte Mandamus & Imperamius. eAtque ban ſy 
 Noſtram Commiſſiauem 'a' ditto decims Die Menſis Mail a 
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 - ©. 


8 Prorime incipere, ac deinceps bac ſubſequenti Seſſione dict m 
8 8 Generali Conventus in Vigore comtinuare Declaramus; vel B 
©. ITN que dum a Nobis revocabitur & ewonerabitur. In cujus vi 
ei Teſtimonium, Praſentibus Sigillum Noſtrum per — i 
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General Aſſembly 1722. 3 

T-aFatum, Cuſtodiendum, et, in Scotia, Vice et Loco Magni 

the ejuſe gi ordinatum append; Sanden 4 

pud oAu am de St. James's, Decimo actaus Die 

Mens Aprilis, Anno Domini Milleſimo ſeptengenteſimo vi- 
gefimo ſecundo; et eAnno Regni Nofiri vo. 

Per Signaturam Manus ſeu Regis ſupraſeripti. 
ed at Edinburgh, the Niath | Written to the Seal, and 
w "of May, One thouſand | regiſtrate, the Niath Day 
ſeven hundred and twenty| of May, 1722. 
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The KING's moſt gracious Letter to the 
'\ General Aſſembly, preſented to them by 
His Majeſty's Commiſſioner; 1oth May, 


Ight Reverend and Well-beloved, We Greet 
you well. The Church of Scotland have gi- 
ven Us ſo many Proofs of their ſteady Adhe- 
rence to the. Proteſtant Succeſſion in Our 
n Family, their Loyalty, and Affection to Our 
Perſon and Government, and their conſtant | Zeal for the 
Proteſtant Intereſt in general, which neither the Force 
and Violence. of our open Enemies, nor the artful Con- 
trivarices of factious and ill-deſigning Men, have been 
able to alter; That We do with great Chearfulneſs coun. 
tenance your General Aſſembly at this Time, being fully 
perſwaded, from your prudent and dutiful Behaviour upon 
former Occaſions, that you will now meet with the ſame 
good Diſpoſition, arid behave your ſelves with the ſame 
Temper and Unanimity in this preſent Aﬀembly. 
We take this Opportunity of renewing to you the A,. 
ſurances, We have ſo often given heretofore, of Our un- 
alterable Reſolution, to maintain the Eftabliſh'd* Govern- 
ment of the Church of that Part of Our Kingdom of Great 
ne in the full Hnjoyment of all their Rights and Pri- 
eges. F e. * 
We have made Choice of Our Right Truſty, and intire- 
ly beloved Coufin and Counſellor, HU G H Earl of — 
| | B ou 


9 De ACTS of the 


doun, to be Our Commiſſioner, and to repreſent: Our R oyal 
Perſon in this preſent Aſſembly, being confident that his 


known Concern for the Church, as well as Zeal for Our 
Service, will render him acceptable to you. 

As We have nothing more at Heart, than the promot. 
ing true — and Piety, the preferving the Peace 
and publick Tranquillity both in Chureh and State, and 
preventing the Growth of Popery, you may moſt firmly af. 
ſure yourſelves of Our ready and cheerful Concurrence 
in promoting thoſe good and glorious Ends: To whichBng, 
I myſt recommend it to you, to be upon your Guard againſt 
the Practices of ſuch as ſhall endeavour to create unha 
Diviſions among you; there being nothing that can tend 
more to your Honour and Welfare, than Concord and Bro. 
therly Love. And ſo We bid you heartily farewel. Given 
at Our Court at St, James's, the Eighteenth Day of April, 
1722, in the Eighth Year of Our Reigo. 


By His Majeſty's Command, 
CARTERET, 
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The General Aſſembly's Anſwer to the King' 
moſt gracious Letter. "© 
Edinburgh, 12th May, 1722. Sefl. 3 


Mey it pleaſe your Ae, 2 

HIS new Opportunity we have of meeting in a Ge- 

| neral Aſſembly, honoured with the renewed Aſſu- 

rances, in ſo ample a Manner, of your Majeſty's 

Royal Favour, lays us under the ſtrongeſt Ties of Gratitude 

to our gracious. God, and the moſt dutiful Senſe of your 
Majeſty's great Goodneſs, 5 | be 

_ The inviolable Obligations, we are under, to do our Ut- 

_ . . moſt to preſerye our holy f would have rendred 

us inexcuſeable,if we had neglected any La en in the 

moſt difficult Times, to give Proof of our hearty Zeal ſor 

the Proteſtant Intereſt, the Succeſſion to the Crown of 
thoſe Dominions in your Majeſty's 1 1 Family, and 

out moſt cordial Affection to your Majeſty's Perſon and 

Government, whoſe latereſts are ſo inſeparably connected 


FE with thoſe of the Reformed Churches: And we hope, 
from the Aſſiſtance of our God, that neither Force and 


Violence of open Baemies, nor the artful Cu 


— 
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General Aſſembly 1722: ; 
of fations and ill-defigning Men, ſhall be able to divert 
vs from thoſe Principles of Loyalty, which by the BleG 
ſing of God we have hitherto purſued; e 
The Approbation your Majeſty is graciouſly pleaſed to give 
of our Behaviour on former Occaſions, as dutiful and pru- 
dent, is an additional Engagement to the Ties which our 
Intereſt, and Regard to our Character, bring us under, to 
behave our ſelves, in this our preſent Aſſembly, with the 


greateſt Temper and Unanimity we are capable of. 


We do humbly rely upon your Majeſty's moſt praci- 
ous and repeated Aſſurances, of your unalterable Reſolution 
to maintain the eſtabliſhed Church of Scotiand, in the 
full Enjoyment of all their Rights and Privileges ; and do 
eſteem your Majeſty's Royal Favour, and the Succeſſion to 
the Crown in your Royal Family, as our greateſt Security 
under God. 7 7885 25 8 

The Earl of Londons known Concern for this Church; 
in which he follows the Example of his noble Anceſtors, 
as well as his Zeal for your Majeſty's Service, render your 
Majeſty's Choice of him, to repreſent your Royal Perſon in 
this Aſſembly, moſt acceptable to us. | | 

The Care your MajaRy hack ſhewed, ia your. wiſe and juſt 
Adminiſtration, ever ſince your happy Acceſſion to the 


Crown. for preſerving of Peace, and the publick. Tran- 


quility both in Church and State ; your Majeſty's having 
ſo much at Heart the promoting true Religion, and pre- 
venting the Growth of Popery ;; together with your graci- 
ous Aſſurances of your Royal Concern for the Advance- 


» F 4 " 


ment of the ſame good and glorious Ends; leave us no 


Ground to doubt, that your Majeſty will favourably coun- 
tenance ſuch Methods, as may tend to the preventing the 
Growth of Popery, the Increaſe of which, we humbly be- 
lieve, is dangerous to the Intereſts of your Majeſty's Go- 
vernment, as well as to thoſe of our holy Religion. 

"We are firmly reſolved, through the Grace of our God, 
in order to the promoting thoſe great and good Ends, 
which your Majeſty is pleafed to'recommend unto vs, to be 
upon our Guard againſt the Practices of ſuch as ſhall en · 
deavour to create unhappy Diviſions among us; being ful- 
11 that nothing can tend more to the Welfare 
e this Church, than Concord and Brother- 

n +. Oat Fr Joo 

That God may eminently bleſs your Majeſty, with all 
Spiritual Bleſſings in Chriſt, and long preſerve you to 
reign oyer a People ſenſible of their own Happineſs, and 
to be a Support to all the Proteſtant Churches of Europe; 
That he may plentifully pour out his Bleſſiags upon their 
Royal Highneſſes, the Prince and Princeſs of Wales, and 
their Royal Ifſue ; That, when, after a long and proſper- 
ous Reign, you ſhall receive an immortal ws + 


'* e 


Ne 

Heaven, you may have Surceſſors to the lateſt Poſterity, 
worthy of your Self, and poſſeſſed of your Royal Virtye, 
to inherit your Crown, is the conſtant, earneſt, and fer. 
vent Prayer of, 


as it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, 
Ib Macy's ms} far, mg 
1310 abe dient 2 and moſi | al Subjects, 


Wi cs me Miniſters and Ruling Elder n 
B55 in this National Aſſembly of the 


Church of Scotland. 
3 Signed,in our Preſence, in our Name, 

wo Aland at our Appointment, by 

WII. MITCHELL. Moderator 


— 
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ACT. for. the better Obſervation of Fas 
and Thanbsgivings. wor). 
| T* General Aſſembly, for the more exact Obſerv: 


ow 


tion of the Seventh Act of the General Aſſembhy 
* 1710, concerning Faſts and Thankſgivings, do 
appoint. and ordain the ſeveral Presbyteries within this 
National Church, at their firſt; Meeting after every pub- 
lick Faſt or Thankſgiving, whether appointed by. the 
Church, or the ſupreme Magiſtrate, to call the ſeveral Bre- 
_ thren within their Bounds, ro an 9 how they have 
obſerved the foreſaid Faſts or Thankſgiviogs, and to record 
their Diligence herein, in their Books. And the General 
Aſſembly does likewiſe. enjoin the ſeveral Synods, at their 
reviſing of Presbytery-Books, and at their privy Cenſures, 
in caſe the Presbytery- Book be not brought up to them, 
or be not ſo far filled up as their Diet after the foreſaid 
Faſts or Thankſgivings, to take particular Notice how 
the ſaid Seventh Act of the General Aſſembly Anno 1710, 
and this preſent Act, have been obſerved by the ſaidpreſ 
byteries, and the ſeveral Miniſters therein : And appoints 
the Synods likewiſe. to record their Diligence herein, in 
their Boos. SOT OR age 
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General Aſſembly 1744] 9 
ACT ia Favours of Lithuanian Students: 


1 Edinburgh, the 17thof May, 1722. Sell. 7. 


T* General Aſſembly, taking to their ſerious Con: 


| ſideration the diſtreſſed State of the Proteſtanty 

in the great Dutchie of Lichaanis, for whom the 
Church of Scotland hath made lately a liberal Contributi- 
on; and having alſo under their Conſideration, a Letter 
to the Aſſembly from the Proteſtant Synod in theſe Parts; 
Petitioning them to the Effect under written; Do, for the 
ſurther Support of their Proteſtant Brethren in theſe Parts, 
Appoint and Ordain, that the Bur ſaries of the Synod of 
Lothian and Tweudalr, one whereof Sy nodical, and three Pres. 
byterial, that have been employed for maintaining of Stu- 
dents having the Iriſb Language, be, at the Term of Mar- 
tins One thouſand ſeven hundred and twenty three, ap- 
plied for the Maintenance of Two Lichaanian Students, 
to be educated at the Univerſity of Edinburgh; and do 
appoint Mr. James Toung of Nillicantie, to be Collector 
of the ſaid Burſaries : And in caſe wy of the Highland 
Burſars, who at preſent enjoy the ſaid Burſaries, their 
Time of Four Years from the Commehcement of their. 
Burſaries, be not run out, at the foreſaid Term of Martin- 
» One thouſand ſeven hundred and twenty three, the Ge- 
feral Aſſembly hereby recommend to the Commiſſions of 
the Aſſemblies of this Church, to take Care that the ſaid 
Lithuanian Students be otherwiſe provided in the mean 
Time ; and for that End, they hereby diſcharge the ſeve. 
ral Synods to ſupply any of the Highland Burſaries that ſhall 
happen to fall vacant before that Time,to the end that there 
may be Room for providing ſuch as are to give place to 
the foreſaid Lithuanians: And the General Aſſembly ap- 
points the Produce of thefe Four Bur ſaries to be divided be- 
twixt them by equal Proportions; providing always, that 


none ſhall be received from Lithaania, as Burſars, but 


ſuch as ſhall be atteſted and recommended by the Prote- 
ſtant Synod there: And the General Aſſembly ordains the 
Premiſſes to be intimate to the King of Praffe's Reſident 
at the Court of Great Britain, and to the Reverend Mr. 
Boguſlaus Kypijewics Minifter of the Goſpel at Vilna in 
Lithuania, that they may acquaitit the foreſalid Proteſtant 
Synod of Lithaanis, of this Reſolution of the General Aſ- 
ſembly: And the General Aſſembly do reſolve, that no o 
ther Alteration ſhall be made at preſent, -as to the Bur- 
ſaries appointed by former Acts of Aſſembly, to be em- 
es for Maintenance of Students having the 1riſÞ 
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To the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, 
The bumble Addreſs of. the General 
of the Church of Scotland. 
eAt Edinburgh, 18th May 1722, Seſ. 8. 

May it pleaſe your Majeſty 


cern for. the Advancement of the Kingdom of 


T2 we owe to our merciful God; our Con · 


our bleſſed Saviour; the Regards we have to 

the Intereſts of your Majeſty's Government; the juſt Ab- 
horrence we have always maintained of ſuch Principles and 
Actions, as may tend to the Subverſion of that happy 
Conſtitution we now enjoy, bring us under an indiſpen- 
ſible Neceſſity of repreſenting to your Majeſty the lament» 
able Increaſe of Popery, and pernicious Practices of Romiſb 
Prieſts and Emiſſaries, their Encouragers and Abettors; 
and with all humble Duty to beſeech your Majeſty to ap- 
ply an effectual and ſpeedy Remedy. .. 
Grief to us, who are 


It muſt: be Matter of inexpreſſihle 
Office-bearers in the Houſe: of God, to obſerve, That ſince 
this Nation and Church was delivered in ſo remarkable 
a Manner, 2 immediate Hand of Divine Providence, 
in bringing about the glorious Revolution, from the Dan - 
gers that then threatned them; and even ſince that Bleſſing 
was renewed, and the Security of our Religion and Liber- 
ties more ſtrongly confirmed by your Majelty?s happy Ac- 
ceſſion to the Throne, and the Settlement of the Crown 
in your Royal Proteſtant Family, the Number, not only of 
Papiſts, but of Popiſh Biſhops,' Prieſts, aud Jeſuits, is ſo 
greatly increaſed in ſeveral Parts of this Nation, who take 
upon them, notwithſtanding of the many good Laws 
made for preventing the Growth of Popery, in Contempt 
thereof, and in Defiance of your Majeſty's Authority, open» 
ly to aſſemble in great Numbers, for hearing aud ſaying of 
Maſs, for diſpenſing; of Sacraments in their Idolatrous 
Manner; and that thoſe Biſhops and Prieſts: do preſume to 
exerce the Functions of their ſeveral Offices: with avowed 
Freedom and Inſolence ; that Seminaries are openly eretct · 
ed and maintained in the remoter Parts of the Kindom, 
for educating of Vouth in the Principles of Romiſb Error 
and Superſtition; that Numbers of thoſe, whole: Genius 
and Capacity ſeem to diſtinguiſh them from others, are 
carried abroad to Foreign Parts, in order to be further 
confirmed and inſtructed in thoſe pernicious and _ 
a 


Aſemtly 
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General Aſſembly. 17 23. it 


e Doctrines, which are equaly dangerous to our 
23 and the Foundations of your Majeſty?s ———4 
ment; and when they are fully poiſoned with the Prin- 
ciples of Idolatry and arbitrary Power, and many of them, 
clothed with the Character of Prieſthood, do return into 
your Majeſty's Dominions, and exerce the utmoſt Power 
and Diligence, in perverting your Majeſty's Subjects 
from the true reformed Proteſtant, Faith, and ſrom that 
Loyalty and Affection to your Majeſty, which: Love to 
Liberty, and a due Regard to the Peace oſtheir Country, 
ought to engage them to promote; of Which we have 
tranſmitted more particular Accounts to your Principal Se- 
cretary of State, in order to be laid before your Majeſty. 

Thoſe Violations of the publick Laws, and Attempts. to 
undermine. our Conftitutigg;in Church and State, ſeem 


and Favour. £0414 T 
We cannot preſume to lay open all the variaus Cauſes 
of theſe growing Evils; but, as the Enemies af aur Coaſti- 
tution muſt perceive the abſolute, Inęonſiſtenoy that is be- 
twixt the Romiſb Tenets, and theſe.Principles upon which 
our preſent Eftabliſhment in Church and State is founded, 
this no doubt hath rendred them more aſſiduays, ſince the 
Revolution, and your Majeſty's happy - acceffion to the 
Crown, in diffuſing their Poiſon; Which they have the 
more eaſie Acceſs to do, by reaſon of the great Extent of 
the Northern Country, the ſmall Number of Churches, 
the utter Inactivity of inferior. Judges in executing the 
Laws againſt Popery, and the my ſects which yet ap- 
pear in theſe Laws; which we, with great Humility, appre · 
hend does render it neceſſary, that ſome further Laws on 
that Subject ſhould be enacted, and that a more effcQual 
Method of executing them be provided, than that which the 
ordinary Courſe of Proceedings, as the Law now ſtands, 
does afford, which wwe humbly ſubmit to your Majeſty's 

great Wiſdom. | 
We imbrace this Opportunity of laying thoſe Particulars 
before” your. Majaſty, when you have been graciouſly 
pleaſed ro declare, That you have repeated and unque- 
ſtionable Advices of the Deſigns of your undutiful Subjects, 
in Concert with Traitors abroad, to raiſe a Rebellion a- 
gainſt your Majeſty, in your Kingdom of Great Britain ; 
the rather that, we 3 thoſe unnatural and trai- 
2 | terous 
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terous Conſpiracies are the native Produce of a Popiſh In. 
fluence, and of the Practices of Romiſb Emiſſaries, congi. 


ved at by others, inexcuſable Proteſtants, who cannot 
but perceive, that as the Security of our Religion and Li. 
berty does, under God, in the ſtrongeſt Manner depend 
upon the Safety of your Majeſty's Perſon and Government, 
ſo the Increaſe of Popery is a proper Step towards the in. 
dangering of both, ”y W all 
We beg Leave heartily to declare our Thankfulnefs t 
our er. God, for this new Proof of His Goodneſs to. 
wards this Church and Nation, in bleſſing your Majeſty, 
Councils, and prudent Adminiſtration, with a happy Dif. 
covery of the wicked Deſigns of your undutiful and un. 
-grateful Subjects; and to teſtify our utter Deteſtation of 
their horrid and bloody Reſolutions; and to aſſure your 
Majeſty, that no Fear, either of open Violence, or ſecret 
wicked Attempts whatſoever, ſhall through the Bleffing 
of God, be able to divert us from an inviolable Loyalty, 
and ſrom that Care and Diligence incumbent upon vs, to 
impreſs the Minds of your Subjects, according to our fe. 
veral Capacities and Stations, with the Principles of Frye 
Religion, and of Affection to your Majeſty's Perſon and 
Intereſts, and with a due Senſe of the Happineſs they are blef. 
ſed with, under ſo mild, ſo prudent, and careful an Ad 
miniſtration. | | Ts T1 
That God may long preſerve your Majeſty, for the 
ProteQion of this, and Comfort of all Proteſtant Churches, 
That he may turn the Councils of your Enemies into Folly, 
and return their wicked Devices upon their own Heads; 
That he may eſtabliſhthe Succeſſion to the Crown of theſe 
Dominions, in your Royal Family, to the lateſt Ages; and, 
after a proſperous and eaſy Reign, crown you with eternal 
Bleſſings, is the moſt fervant Prayer of, 


May it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, 
752 vir moſt a, meſt 
obedient, and moſt loyal Subjetts, 


The. Miniſters and Elders," met 


Þ Linen in this General 4 of the 
| | Church of Scotland: t 


| Signedzin our Preſence, in our Name, 
and at our Appointment, by 


WILL- MITCHELL Moderator. 
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1CT concerning Dofrine, confirming and 
explaining the Act 5th and 8th . the 
General Aſembly Anno 1720. 1 


F <* Bn TOS 7 To, 


0 
1 4 21 May 1722, Sefl. 10. 
1 General Afembly having taken under their Con- 
of 1 fideration a Repreſentatiam and Petition, ſigned by 
Twelve Mioiſters of this Church, and craving, That 
m the Fifth ad the General A embly 1720, concerning 2 
Book, intituled, The Marrow of Modern Divinity, might be 
5 repealed ; and the ſeveral Heads and Articles of the ſaid 
h Repreſentation having been read in Preſence of the Com- 
A mittee of Overtures, where all the Members of Aſſembly 
5 were defired zo be preſent, and declare their Opihion ; 
p and the ſubſeribing Brethren having been fully heard upon 
0 the ſame, bMore them, Find, That the faid Brethren in their 
4 Repreſentation do lay a grievous and heavy Charge againſt 


the General Aſſembly Anno 1720, and load with foul Re- 
roaches their th Act, wherein they cenſure ſome erroneous 
1 harſh & offenſive Expreſſions in that Book, cal- 
lech lle Marrow of Modern Divinity, and alſo their Eight Ad, 
wherein. they direct Miniſters, in preaching Catechetical 
Doctrine, to inſiſt upon the great and fundamental Truths, 
ccording to our Conſeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms: Such 
Reproaches are theſe following, vis. That by the ſaid 
„Fifth Act, Goſpel-Truth hath ſuffered ; That, in finding 
Fault with this Doctrine of the Marrow, viz. That the 
$ Believer i not under the Law «s 4 Rale of Life, from ſe- 

Feral Paſſages of the ſaid Book, the Aſſembly doth ſup- 
* poſe, That 4 Man cannot be under the Law, 4 Rule of 
Life, unleſs he be under the Covenant of Works : That 
the declaring that Diſtinction of the Law, as it is the 
Law of Works, and as it is the Law of Chriſt, to be 
* groundleſs, as the Author ſenſes and applies it, p. 198, 
' 199. is of diſmal Tendeney; and that the Aſſembly ſeems to 
them to have buried divers Truths in the Rains of that Di- 
© ſtinction: That, when the Aſſembly cites the Marrow, from 
. 150, to p. 153. to ſhew the erroneous Opinion of its 
Author, viz, That Holineſs is not neceſſary to Salvation, 
* They have hereby condemned, in cumulo, « Bundle of ſweet 
© and pleaſant Goſpel- Truths, and cut off and condemned the 
* Believers Plea in the Caſe of Juſtification, in Anſwer to 
© the Demands of the Law : That by cenſuring the a 
| D or 


w- wo 1 


— > 


Faith its appropriating Alt, without which there can 


- © alſo upon Sovereign Grate : That this A of Aſſembly hui 
ig 


* 
5 


1 mee, 
© for making a Man's Perſuaſion, That Chriſt is his, and 
* died for him, to be that ſaving Faith commanded in the 
© Goſpel, the Aſſembly hath excluded from the Nature 


, 


© no receiving and cloſing with Chriſt for Salvation, any 
© thereby turned it into that general, doubrfom Faith, 46 
© red in our National Covenant. That, by adducirg oi 


© Paſſage of the Merrow concerning a Deed of Giſt to a 


* Mankind, to prove that its Author was for'an univer. 
© fal Aronement and Pardon, the Aſſembly hath i neroachoi 
© apon the Divine Warrant anto all to receive Chriſt, u 


© ſo opened the Sluice unto the turning of Religion into mum 
© Morality, that, if Remedy be not timely provided, this 
Matter muſt terminate in 4 . py of the Law. endl; 
© Goſpel: And that the Aſſembly, in this Act, hath ſbenei 
© #00 great Concern for binding on the Necks of Believer; in 
© Chriſt, the Toke of the Law as « Covenant of Wark; 
© That in the above-mentioned” Erghth Ad, wherein th 


© General Aſſembly directs Miniſters, in preaching Cateche 


© tical Sermons, to inſiſt eſpecially upon the neceſſary Do- 
* Arine of Satisfaction to Divine Fultice, made by Jeſus 
© Chriſt, who is our only Propitiation, and pf free Juſt 
© fication through our bleſſed Surety, the 7 Chrif, 
© received by Faith alone, The Aſſembly hath winded i) 
© the great Doftrine of Jaſtification in ſach Terms giv: 
, Shelter to the erroneous Doctrine of Jaſtification for ſour 
© thing wrought in, or done by the Sinner, as his Rights 
© ouſneſs, or keeping the new and 0 er ve And that, in 
© the ſame AA, the Aſſembly's directing Miniſters to preach 
© the Neceſſity of a holy Life, in order to the obtaining 
* everlaſting Ha pineſs, i of very dangerous Conſequence tt 
© the Doctrine Py ree Grace, 58 

All which the General Aſſembly cannot but look upon to 
be injurious and undutiful Aſperſions caſt upon the ſupreme 
Judicatory of this Church, who, ia theſe Two quarrelled 
Acts, have given an open and evident Proof of their true 
Zeal for maintaining the received Goſpel Truths, and of 


their fiacere Concern for preſerving this Church from the 


Infection of the oppoſite Errors. And the General 4 
ſembly finds, That the ſaid Aſſembly 1420, in theſe 
Acts, had no Deſign to recede from the received Dodrine 


of this Church, nor by them have done Injury to Truth, 
nor given Countenance to Error, as they are charged 


with': And that the Accuſers themſelves, by the Accuſes 


tions they have advanced, and by ſtanding up in Defence 


of that Book, ſo juſtly cenſured, have laid themſelves open 
to be ſuſpected of favouring too much the Errors con- 
rained in it. And, in Vindication of the ſaid Two At N 
Aſſembly, and for wiping off the above-mentioned 2 


SO eee eee. 
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General Aſſembly 172 25 — 
ons Aſperſions, and for preſerving the Purity of Goſpel- 
Truths received in this Church, and in Oppoſition to the 
Antivomian Errors, cenſured in that Book called the Mar. 
ww of Modern Divinity, (the Defence whereot is ſo keenly 
eſpouſed by the Subſcribers of the Repreſentation ) the 


hereby do declare, That they own and maintain, agree- 
able ro the holy Scriptures, the received Doctrine of this 
Church, contained in our Confeſſion. of Faith and Catechiſms: 


Confeſſion and Catechiſms, 


I. Conterning the Covenants of Works and of Grace, That 
© the firſt Covenant made with Man, was a Covenant of 
Works, wherein Life was promiſed to Adam, and in 
him to his Poſterity, upon Condition of perfect and per- 
( ſonal Obedience. That Man by his Fall having made 
© himſelf incapable of Life by that Covenant, the Lord 
© was pleaſed to make a Second, commonly called the Co- 
« yenant of Grace, wherein he freely offereth unto Sinners, 
( Life and Salvation by. Jeſus Chriſt!z requiring of them 
Faith, as the Condition to intereſt them in bum and 
« promiſing to give unto all thoſe that are ordained unto 


believe, Confef. Chap. 7. h 2. 3. Larger Car, Q. 32. 


Il. Concerning the Mediator, and the Extent of his Pars 
c<iſe, That it pleaſed God, in his Eternal Purpoſe, to 
' chooſe and ordain the Lord Je his only begot- 
ten Son, to be the Mediator between God and Man: 
That the Lord Jeſus, by his perfect Obedience and Sa- 
© crifice of himſelf, hath fully ſatisfied the Juſtice of his 
Father, and purchaſed not only Reconciliation, but an 
© everlaſting Inheritance in the Kingdom of Heaven, for 
all thoſe whom the Father hath given unto him. To 
all thoſe for whom Chriſt hath purchaſed Redemption, 
the doth certainly and effectually apply and communicate 
"the fame, Confeſs. Chap. 8. F. 1, 5, 8. And they are in 
Time by the Holy Ghoſt inabled to believe in Chriſt, 
According to the Goſpel, Larger Cat. Q 5. 


III. Concerning free Juſtiſcation. That them whom 
God effectually calleth, he alſe freely juſtifieth, not 
| 3 Righteouſneſs into them, but by pardoning 
their Sins, and by accounting and accepting their Perſons 
* us righteous ; not for any Thing wrought in them, or 
done by them, but for Chriſt's ſake alone: Not by im- 
* puting Faith it ſelf, the Act of Believing, or any other 
* evangelical Obedience, to them, as their Righteouſneſs ; 
but by imputing the Obedience and Satisfaction of Chriſt 
N D 2 unto 


General Aſſembly have thought fit to declare, and they 


And particularly they aſſert, in the expreſs Words of our 


„Lie, his Holy Spirit, to make them willing and able to 


* 
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Work of the Spirit of Chriſt in their Hearts. Its princi. 
bal Acts are, Accepting, Receiving, and Reſting up, 


_ + fully diſcharge the Debt of all thoſe that are thus 45 
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unto them; they receiving and reſting on him, and hi; 
* Righteouſneſs, by Faith alone; which Faith they hay, 
not of themſelves, it is the Gift of God. Confeſſ. Chap, ii. 
« h 1.) Luger Cat. & 70. — 


Iv. Concerning jaftifying Faith, amd its appropricti 
Ad. That the Grace of Faith whereby the 2 
© abled to believe, to the ſaving of their Souls, is the 


© Chriſt alone, for Juſtification, SanRification, and eter. 
nal Life, by virtue of the Coyenant of Grace; Conſiſ. 
+ Chap. 14. 9 1. 2. That juſtifying Faith is a ſaving Grace 


©. wrought in the Heart of a, Sinner by the Spirit and 


Word of God, whereby, he being convinced of his Sig 
« and Miſery, and of the Difability in himſelf and all o- 
ther Creatures, to recover him out of his loft Condition, 
not only aſſenteth unto the Truth of the Promiſe of the 
+ Goſpel, but receiveth and refteth upon Chriſt and his 


* Righteouſneſs therein held forth, for Pardon of Sin, aud 


© for the accepting and accounting of his Perſon righteous 
* in the Sight of God for Salvation. That it is an Inſtry. 
© ment whereby he receiveth and applieth Chriſt and bis 
© Righteouſneſs 3 Larger Cor. Q72, 73. That this Faith 
is different in Degrees, weak or trong, — growing up 


in many to the Attainment of a full Aſſurance through 


* Chriſt ; Confeſ. Chap. 14.9 3. That ſuch as truly be 
« lieve in Chriſt, and endeavour to walk in all good Con- 


_ © ſcjence before him, may without extraordinary Revelz- 
tion, by Faith grounded upon the Truth of God's Pro- 
miſes, and by the Spirit enabling to diſcern in themſelves 


© theſe Graces to which the Promiſes of Life are made, 
and bearing Witneſs with their Spirits, that they are the 
© Children of God, be iofallibly aſſured, that they are in 
* a State of Grace, and ſhall perſevere therein unto Salv:- 


tion; That this infallible Aſſurance doth not ſo belong 10 
the Efſence of Faith, but that a true Believer maya 
long, and conflict with many Difficulties, befarehebe 
© made Partaker of it: And that Aſſurance of Gracgand ; 


Salvation not being of the Efſence of Faith, true Bee 
vers may wait long before they obtain it. One who 
© doubteth of his being in Chriſt ----- may have true In- 


| © tereſt in Chriſt, tho? he be not yer aſſured thereof; 


© Confeſſ. Chap 18. F 1, 3. Luger Cat. Q. 80, 81, 172. 
M Concerning the Believers Plea for Acceptance with God, 


and Title to eternal Life, againſt the Demands of the Law and 


Jeftice, © That Chriſt, by his Obedience and Death, did 


— 
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Seneru Mfſembly 192: ..- 
fied, and did make a proper, wal and full Satisfaction 
© ro his Father's Juſtice in their Behalf, Confeſſ. Chap. 11. 
«$63, And although Chriſt, by his Obedience and Death; 
did make a proper, real, and full Satisfaction to God's 
juſtice, in Behalf of them that are juſtified; yet, in as 
much as God accepterh the Satisfaction trom a Surety, 
« which he might have demanded of them, and did pro- 
« yide this Surety, his own only Son, imputing his Righ- 
« teouſneſs to them, and requiring nothing of them, for 
« their Juſtification, but Faith, which alſo is his Gifr, 
« their Juſtification is to them of free Grace: That Faith 
« juſtifies a Sinner in the Sight of God, not becauſe of 


* theſe other Graces which do always accompany it, or of 


good Works that are the Fruits of it; nor as if the Grace 
« of Faith, or any Act thereof, were imputed to him for 
© his Juſtification ; but only as it is an Inſtrument, by 
* which he receiveth and applieth Chriſt and his Righte- 
© ouſneſs, Larger Cat. Q. 7r, 73. That Repentance is 
not to be reſted in, as any Satisfaction for Sin, or any 
( Cauſe of the Pardon thereof, Confeſſ. Chap. 15. f 3. 
That we can't, by our beſt Works, merit Pardon of Sin, 
* or eternal Life, at the Hand of God, Chap. 16. F 5; 
© They that are regenerated and believe in Chriſt, are de- 
( livered from the Moral Law as a Covenant of Works; 
{0 as thereby they are neither juſtified nor condemned, 
t Linger Cat, Q! Confeſ. Chip. 19. $6. 


VI, Concerning the ſtanding Obligation of thi Moral Law 
in the Diſpenſation of Grace, and the Neceſſity of perſohal 
Holineſs and good Works, in order to the obtaining the En: 
joment of eternal Salvation. That the Law, after Man's 
Fall, continued to be a perfet Rule of Righteouſneſs; 
© and as ſuch was delivered by God upon Mount Sinai, in 
© the Ten Commandments, © That the Moral Law dork 
© for ever bind all, as well juftified Perſons as others, to 
© the Obedience thereof; and that not only in regard / of 
(the Matter contained in it, but alſo in reſpect of the Au- 


of God the Creator who gave it; neither dorti 
fia che Goſpel any way diſſolve, but much ſtrength- 
en this Obligation, Confeſſ. Chap. 19 2, 5. That it is like- 


© wile of great Uſe to the Regenerate, to reſtrain their Cor- 
© ruptions, in that it forbids Sim; and the Threatnivgs of it 
( ſerve to ſhew What even their Sins deſerve; The Promi- 
© ſes of it, in like Manner, ſhew them God's Approbation 
of Obedience, and'whar'Blefſings they may expect upon 
© the Performance thereof, altho* not as due to them by rhe 
Law as a Coyenant of Works; ſo # Man's doing Gobd; 
and refraining from Evil, becauſe the Law encouragetti 
© to. the one, and deterreth from the other, is no Evidence 
' of his being under — and not under Grace: _ 

| hs 
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ther are the forementioned Uſes of the Law contrary +4; 
© the Grace of the Goſpel, but do ſweetly comp!y with it. 
Ibidem, F 6, 7. That they who are effeQually called 
and regenerated, having a new Heart and a new Spirit 
created in them, are further ſanQified really and perſo. 
nally. and more and more quickned and ſtrength. 
ned in all ſaving Graces, to the Practice of true Holineſs, 
without which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord, Confeſſ. Chap..1z. 
$1. That God promiſeth and giveth his holy Spirit to 
all the Elect, to enable them to all holy Obedience, 25 
the Evidence of the Truth of their Faith and Thankſul. 
neſs to God, and as the Way which he hath appointed 
them to Salvation, Larger Cat. Q. 32. That good 
Works, done in Obedience to God's Commandment, are 
© the Fruits and Evidences of a true and lively Faith, and 
by them Believers manifeſt their Thankfulnefs ;,—— That 
* having their Fruit unto Holineſs, they may have the End 
eternal Liſe, Corfeſſ. Chap. 16. 9 2. 
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VII. Concerning the Deſert of Sin, and Neceſſity of Re. 
pentance in order to Remiſſion, * That as there is no Sin ſo 
* ſmall, but it deſerves Damnation; ſo there is no Sin ſo 
great, that it can bring Damnation upon thoſe who truly 
© repent, Confeſſ. Chap. by Y 4. That every Sin, even 
© the leaſt, being againſt the Sovereignty, Goodneſs and 
* Holineſs of God, and againſt his righteous Law, defer 
*.veth his Wrath and Curſe, both in this Life, and that 
* which is to come, and cannot be expiated but by the 
Blood of Chriſt, Larger Car. Q. 152. That Repentance 
* unto Life is an Evangelical Grace, the Doctrine whereof 
© is to be preached by every Miniſter of the Goſpel, as well 
* as that of Faith in Chriſt: And it is of ſuch Neceſſity 
to all Sinners, that none may expect Pardon without it, 
* Confeſſ. Chap. 15. Y 1, 3. That we may eſcape the 
* Wrath and Curſe of God due to us, by reaſon of the 
* Tranſgreſſioa of the Law, he requireth of us Repen- 
* tance towards God, and Faith towards our Lord Jeſus 
© Chriſt, Larger Cat. Q. 153. 


VIII. Concerning Believers Sins, their confeſſing them, 
begging Pardon, and bumbling themſelves before the Lord for 
them. That altho' true Believers be not under the Law 
* as a Covenant- of Works, to be thereby juſtified or con- 
* demned; yet it is of great Uſe to them, as well as to 
* others, in that, as a Rule of Life, informing them of 


© the Will of God and their Duty, it directs and binds 


them to walk accordingly ; diſcovering alſo the finful 
* Pollution of their Nature, Hearts and Lives, ſo as, exa- 
* mining themſelves thereby, they may .come to further 
* Conviction of, Humiliation for, and Hatred 44 
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gin. And the Threatnings of it ſerve to ſhew what 
even their Sins deſerve, and what Afflictions in this Life 
they may expect for them, altho? freed from the Curſe 
thereof threatned in the Law, Confeſſ. Chap. 19. F 6. 
That every Man is bound to make private Confeſſion of 
« his Sins ro God, praying for the Pardon thereof; upon 
which, and the forſaking them, he ſhall- find Mercy, 
« Confeſſ. Chap. 15. F 6. That in the Fifth Petition (which 
is, Forgive us our Debls, as we forgive our Debtors |. ac- 
«© knowledging, That we and all others are guilty both of 
« original and actual Sin, and thereby become Debtors to 
the Juſtice of God ; _—— We pray for our ſelves and o- 
« thers, That God, of his free Grace, would; through the 


Obedience and Satisfaction of Chriſt, apprehended and 


« applied by Faith, acquit us both from the Guilt and Pu- 
« niſhment of Sin, accept us in his Beloved, continue his 
« Favour and Grace to us, pardon our daily Failings, and 
« fill us with Peace and Joy, in giving us daily more and 
© more Aſſurance of Forgiveneſs, Larger Cat. Q. 194. 
© That in the Fifth Petition we pray, That God, for Chriſt's 
© Sake, would freely pardon all our Sins; which we are 
the rather encouraged to ask, becauſe by his Grace we 
'* are enabled from the Heart to forgive others, Shorter Cat. 
105. That God doth continue to forgive the Sins of 
thoſe that are juſtified; and altho? they can never fall 
© from the State of Juſtification, yet they may by their Sins 
© fall under God's Fatherly Diſpleaſure, and not have the 
Light of his Countenance reſtored unto them, until they 
© humble themſelves, confeſs their Sins, beg Pardon, and 
© renew their Faith and Repeatance, Confeſſ. Chap. 11. 


19 5. 


And whereas, in the Two abovementioned Ads, it was 
the true Iatent and Deſign of the General Aſſembly, to 
have theſe precious Truths preſerved in Purity and main - 
tained and inculcated; and that People might be kept from 
the Intect ion of the oppoſite Errors: The General Aſſembly 
do judge it a very undutiful and uncharitable Practice, in 
any Miniſters of this Church, to ſuggeſt, That the Aſſem- 
bly have therein receded from the received. Doctrine con - 
tained in our Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms. 51 

Moreover, that well meaning People may not be impoſ- 
ed upon by the evil Suggeſtions of the ſaid Repreſentation, 
its Authors and Abettors, and for removing Miſtakes, 
which the Uathinking may fall into, about the true Deſign 
and Import of the Fifth Act of Aſſembly, Anno 1720, the 
General Aſſembly do hereby declare, That the Paſſages cited 
in the ſaid Act, from the Book intituled, The Marrow of 
Modern Divinity, to ſhew it contains the erroneous 2 

| | E 2 pinĩ-· 


1 The ACTS of the. 
pinions aſcribed to it, are to be taken and underſtood 8 


in Juſtice and Equity they ought) in the Senſe and Mean- 
ing of its Author, gathered and appearing from the Bock 


it ſelf; and that the ſaid Paſſages are condemned only in ſo 


far as they import the ſaid erron2ous Opinions, or are ap- 
plied by the Author to that Purpoſe; and particularly, 


I. With reſpect to the 4th Paragraph of the Repreſents. 
tion, it is to be obſerved, That the Aſſembly, in the fir 
Paragraph of the A concerning the Natare of Faith, 40 
blame the Marrow for placing Aſſurance in the Eſſence gf 
Faith, and making that ſaving Faith, commanded in the 
Goſpel, to be A Man's being werily perſwaded, that Jeſar 
Cbriſt is his; and that be ſhall have Life and Salvation by bim; 
and that whatever Chriſt did for the Redemption of Manking, 
he did it for bim. The Brethren in their Repreſentation do 
not diſown, that the Paſſage, here adduced from the Book, 
do evince this to be the Opinion of its Author: But they 
charge the Aſſembly, on Account of their cenſuring this 
Doctrine, with excluding from the Nature of Faith its 
appropriating Act, without which there can be no receiy. 
ing and cloſing with Chriſt for Salvation; and with turn- 


ing it into that general and doubrſom Faith, abjured in 


our National Covenant; tho' moſt unjuſtly, ſeing the AC. 
ſurance the Aſſembly doth there blame, is that which the 
Author of the Marrow advanceth, when he makes that to 
be the juſtifying Act of Faith, a Man's being perſwaded 
that Jeſus Chriſt is his 3 that he ſhall have Lite and Salva. 
-tion by him ; and whatever Chriſt did for the Redemption 
of Mankind, he did it for him: Which is contrary tothe 
Texts of Scripture, and Paſſages of our Confeſſion and Lar- 
ger Catechiſm there cited; the Doctrine of which Conſeſſi- 
on they have ſolemnly engaged ro maintain, defend and 
adhere to; and which is altogether different from the ge- 
neral and doubtſom Faith ot the Papiſis, who allow a 
Man's believing implieity as the Church believes, and 
place true Faith in à general Aſſent to revealed Truths, 


without a cordial accepting of Chriſt as offered in the Goſ- 


pel for Salvation, deny Perſeverance, and do not own Af- 
ſurance'to be attainable by a true Bcliever, without extra- 
ordinary Revelation. The Brethrea do not, nor can they 
charge the Aſſembly with denying, That the Aſſurance of 
Grace and Salvation is attainable by a Believer, or that it 
is his Duty to endeavour the attaining thereof, ſeing thelc 
are exptelly aſſerted in the Paſſages of our Confeſſion cited 
by them: Nor can they charge the Aſſembly with denying, 
That à Belief and Perſwaſion of the Mercy of God in 
Chriſt, and of Chriſt's Ability and Willingneſs to ſave al 
that come unto him, is neceſſary unto juſtiſying Faith; 
but they do and muſt maintain, with our — 
ale. 
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: General Aſſembly 1722. 21 
(atechiſms, that a true Believer is not at all Times, even 
when he is acting Faith unto Salvation, aſſured of his pre- 
ſent being in a State of Grace, and that he ſhall be ſaved; 
dut that he may wait long before he obtain this Aſſu- 
nnce. See Larger Cat. Q. 81, 


Il. With Reſpect to the Fifth Paragraph of the Repri- 
ntation, it is to be obſerved, That the Aſſembly, in the 
ſecond Paragraph of the Act, concerning univerſal Attone- 
ment and Pardon, doth cenſure the Book for aſſerting an 
yniverſal Redemption as to Purchaſe: And, to ſhew 
that this Opinion is there taught, ſeveral Paſſages of the 
Book are quoted, and particularly P. 119. The Father 
hath made @ Deed of Gift and Grant unto all Mankind, 
tht whoſoever of them all ſhall believe in his Son, ſhall nat 
zerjſÞ, &c. Here the Brethren do not blame the Aſſembly 
for condemning the Aſſertion of an univerſal Attonement; 
but they alledge, they have condemned that Deed of Gifr 
and Grant, extracted out of the Sacred Record, viz. He 
that believeth on the Son ſhall not periſh, but have eternal 
life: By which, the Brethren ſay, they underſtand no more 
but the Revelation of the Divine Will in the Word, afford- 
ing a Warrant to offer Chriſt unto all, and a Warrant 
unto all to receive him; which Revelation and Warrant 
the Aſſembly owns. And here the Bret hren give their Gloſs 
upon that Text of Scripture, which is not denied by the 
Aſembly, nor to the Purpoſe : But they omit the Senſe 
and Meaning of the Author, which the Aſſembly evinceth 
tobe an afferting of univerſal Redemption as to Purchaſe, 
both from what goes before, and from what follows upon 
that Paſſage in the Book; which is no fair Treatment of 
the Aſſembly's Act. 


III. With Reſpect to the Third Paragraph of the Repre+ 
ſentation, it is to be obſerved, that, in the third Paragraph 
of the A, the Aſſembly cenſures that falſe Opinion, That 
Holineſs is not neceſſary to Salvation; and, for fixing it upon 
the Marrow, they cite P. 150 to 153. They cite theſe Pa- 
ge: for clearing the Author's Mind from the Connection of 
Purpoſes; and particulary, That he is ſpeaking of a Per- 
ſon already juſtified : And then adduce the Words from P. 
153, which plainly bear his rejecting of the Law, as it re- 
quires good Works to be done, and the Commandments to 
be kept, in order to obtain Salvation. Which is further 
ſtrengthned by the following Words (the omitting where- 
of, by the Aſſembly, is complain'd of in the Repreſentation) 
viz, For in Chriſt ] have all Things at once, neither need I 
an) Thing more that is neceſſary unt o Salvation. Then per- 
(onal Holineſs and good Works, and Perſeverance in holy 
Obedience to the Law of God, are not (in his Opinion) 

| F neceſſary 
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neceſſary unto Salvation; and a Man may have all Thin f 
neceſſary to Salvation, tho' he be not yet a godly Man: - 
And therefore the Aſſembly have given no juſt Ground oſ . 
Quarrel in this, nor for any who underſtand the Goſpel Ml * 
to be offended, ſeing, tho? good W orks be excluded from l 
being the Ground of Juſtification, yet they are neceſſzry 
in the Juſtified, in order to their obtaining the Enjop. 
ment of eternal Salvation: And this doth no way cut os il © 
or condema the Believet's only Plea, in Anſwer to the ! 
Law Demands of perfe& Obedience, for Juſtification and þ 
Title to eternal Life, as the Repreſentation alledges. h 
IV. The Brethren, in the ſecond Part of their Repreſentati 1 
on, and third Inſtance of the hard Treatment of the My. a 
row, do quartel the Fourth Paragraph of the Aſſemb iy 1 
Act; and they complain, That the Aſſembly do infer the f 
Author's not allowing Fear of Puniſhment and Hope of 
Reward to be Motives of a Believer's Obedience, from hi l 
ſaying, That he would not have Believers to eſchew Evil, y 
do Good, for Fear of Hell, or Hope of Heaven: And their 7 
Reaſon againſt this Inference is, That there are other Py. 
niſhments beſides Hell, and other Rewards beſides Heaven, p 
which, they would infinuate, are not excluded by the Ay. c 
thor from being Motives of the Believer's Obedience. But : 
1. This Paſſage adduced, from P. 181. proves the Charge ö 
againſt the Author, as to the chief Reward and Puaiſ: , 


ment, a Reſpect whereunto ought not to be excluded from ö 
the Believer's Obedience; nor does the Aſſembly make 1 
theſe the only Motives, as in the Repreſentation they would [ 
alledge. 2. This Part of the Aſſembly's Act is unfairly 1 
repreſented, ſeing they do not draw that Inference from 

that one Paſſage alone, but cite other Paſſages, as Page pe 
175. and 179. where Fear of Puniſhment and Hope of 
Reward, in expreſs Terms, and in general without Excep- 
tion, are removed from being Motives unto the Believer's 
Obedience. To which may be added Page 93. where he IG 
ſays of Believers under the Old Teſtament, That anſwer- 
ably as they believed, anſwerably they yield:d Obedience 1 - 
the Law, without Fear of Puniſhment, or Hope of Rewa: a 
And P. 216, cited in the following Paragraph of the 4, 
where he exhorts.the Believer, to yield fre? Obedienct, 
without having Reſpet# either to what the Law of Works th 
ther promiſeth or threatneth ; but alſo, without having Re. 
ſpect to what the Law of Chriſt either promiſeth or threatneil. 
3. And when they ſay, They heartily approve of the Au- 
thor's Poſition in this Senſe, viz. That Believers are not 
to do Good, for Hope of obtaining Heaven by their own Works 
and Doings, (which is a calumnious Inſinuation againſt the 
Orthodox Doctrine they do not declare themſelves, whe- 
ther they allow, that a Believer may and ought to be 1 
| v 
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vel unto Obedience by the Hope of Heaven, in any other 
cenſe than chat of a Hope of obtaining a Right and Title 
to it by his own Works ; or, if no Regard can be had to 
the promiſed Reward of the Heavenly Inheritance by a 
Belicver in his Obedience, without its being mercenary, 


v. And whereas, by the Ad of Aſſembly 1720. this Paſ. 
fge, Page 150. of the Marrow, As the Law is the Covenant 
of Works, you are wholly and altogether ſes free from it; 
And this other Paſſage, Page 151, Toa are now "od he both 
from the commanding and condemning Power of the Cove- 
„unt of Works ; are condeſcended upon, as a Part of the 
Proof againſt the Author, of his maintaining this errones 
ous Tenet, That the Believer is not under the Law as 4 
Rule of Life: The General Aſſembly hereby declares, 
That it was not the Meaning nor Intention of the faid 
48, in the leaſt to infinuate, That Believers in Chriſt are 
ander the Law as a Covenant of Works, or that they are 
ehliged to ſeek Juſtification by their own Obedience; it being 
2 precious Goſpel-truth, That Believers are free from the 
Lav, 4s it is a Covenant of Works : But that theſe Paſſa- 
pes are adduced in the ſaid A, as a Proof of the Author 
of the Marrow's maintaining the foreſaid erroneous Propo- 
ſition, That Believers are not under the Law as a Rule of 
Life, in regard that the Aſſembly did apprehend, That 
the Author underſtood by the Covenant of Works, the 
Moral Lam, ftriftly and properly taken, as it appears he 
does in other Places of the Book; as particularly, Page 5. 
he ſays. That indeed the Law of Works ſignifies the Moral 
Liv; and the Moral Law, ftriftly and properly taken, ſignifies 
the Covenant of Works. And the General Aſſembly ap- 
points, That theſe Two Paſſages ſhall not be underſtood 
35 a Proof of the foreſaid Error, in any other Senſe. 


VI. With Reſpect to the ſecond Paragraph of the Repre- 
ſentation, it is to be obſerved, That the other Paſſages, cit- 
ed and referred to, in this Fifth and the following Para- 
graph of the Act, reſpect his Diſtinction of the Law, as it is 
the Law of Works, and as it is the Law of Chriſt; by 
which he juſtifies the Six Poſitions, that are either Anti- 
noms an, or wreſted by the Antinomians into an unſound 
Senſe. And as to the Law of Chriſt, Page 209. 210. he 
will have it to be ſuch as hath not eternal, but temporal 
Rewards and Penalties annexed to it, and to be delivered 
to Believers only, Page 157. So that unbelieving Hears 
ers of the Goſpel are under no Obligation by it. More- 
over, in Page 267. he will have a Believer to be under 
no Lew whith commands any Moral Duty to be done, either 
for eſchewing of Puniſhment, or upon Promiſe of am Reward 
umporal or eternal; and 25 under the Moral Law, — 

? eve 
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even the Law of Chriſt, in the Author's own Accoun+ of 
it. And, when this is the plain Meaning of the Author in 
this his Diſtinction, and is applied by him to juſtify any 
ſenſe the foreſaid Six Poſitions, the Brethren, in their B. 
preſentation, had no Ground to quarrel the Aſſembly j,, 
rejecting the Diſtinction as it is applied by the Author, not 
ſo injuriouſly to charge them, as they do, with /þ; 
down Believers under the Covenant of Works, and with 4 
recting them to an Obedience upon which they may boaſt, an 
with barying ſeveral Goſpel Traths in the Ruins of thi 
Diſtinction. 


VII. The Brethren do, in their Repreſentation, 


advance a Charge againſt the Eighth Act of the ſame AC. 


ſembly, intituled, Act for preaching catechet ical Doctrin, 
with Directions therein, and complain, Firſt, That Two 
Clauſes therein, concerning Juſtification, and the Neceſſity 
of Holineſs, are not exprefſed in the Form of Words uſed 
in our Confeſſion and Catechiſms. 2dly, That the Article 
of Juſtification is expreſſed, withour mentioning Chriſt 
Righteouſneſs imputed to us. And 3aly, That Miniſters 
are directed to preach the Neceſſity of a Holy Life, in order 
to the obtaining of everlaſting Happineſs ; which they 
conceive to be of very dangerous Conſequence unto the 
Doctrine of Free Grace. But theſe are unjuſt Exceptions, 
and afford no Strength unto their groundleſs ObjeQions 
againſt the former Act: For, Firſt, When the Aſſembly, 
in that Eighth AF, do direct Miniſters, in their Cateche. 
tical Sermons, more eſpecially to inſiſt upon the great and 
fundamental Truths of our holy Religion, expreſly accor. 
ding to our Confeſſion of Faith and Cateehiſms, it was not 
needtul, in their enumerating ſome ſpecial Articles, to de- 
ſcribe every one of them in the very Form of Words uſed 
in our Confeſſion or Catechiſms. 2dly, The Article of Juſti- 
fication is ſo expreſſed in itſelf, and in Conjunction with 
the preceeding Article of the Satisfaction to Divine Juſtice, 
made by Chrift, mbo is our only Propitiation, that it neceſ. 
ſarily implies our being juſtified for the Righceouſnels of 
Chriſt imputed to us; ſeing it is called free Juſtification 
through our bleſſed Surety, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, received by 
Faith alone. And 3aly, The Article immediately following, 
concerning the Neceſſity of Holineſs, can be accounted of 
no dangerous Conſequence, if they truly own perſonal 


Holineſs to be neceflary to Salvation. And if they quarrel. 


the Phraſe, of obtaining everlaiting Happineſs, they may 
alſo quarrel the Apoſtle's Expreſſion, 1 Cor. g. 24, 25. and 
Phil. 3. 11, 12. For it relates to the obtaining of Enjoy- 
ment and Poſſeſſion, and not of Right and Title to ever- 
laſting Happineſs, which all juſtified Perſons have already 
attained : So that this Act, deſignedly calculated for main- 

taining 
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uining of Truth, and preventing the InfeQtion of Error, 
gives no Shadow of Ground for the Jealouſies the Brethren 
rent again ſt it. pets, g 3 33 

And the General Aſſembly conſidering, That, in the 
abovementioned Repreſentation, the Subſcribers thereof 
have vented divers Poſitions, and uſed ſ vera Expreſſions of 
dangerous Tendency, and not agreeable to the Form of 
fund Words, contained in the holy Scriprare, and our 
Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, particularly, Page 2. 
Line 11. * That the Law, as to Believers, is really di- 
© veſted of its Promiſe of Life, and Threatning of Death; 
which is contrary. to Heb, 12. 28, 29. Matth. 10. 28. 
1 Cor. 9. ult. Rev. 22. 14. and Confeſſ. Chap. 19. $ 6, Lar- 
ger Cat. Q. 194. if by the Law they underſtand the Moral 
Law, the Rule of Life. *. 7. Line 4. That the Af 
© embly's directing of Miniſters to preach the Neceffity of 
© Holineſs, in order to the obtaining of everlaſting Happi- 
© neſs, is of very dangerous Conſequence to the Doctrine 
© of free Grace. P. 7. L. 3. That the Law acknowledg- 
eth no Works for obtaining Salvation, but ſuch as found 
Title to it before the Lord. Whereas the Law re- 
vires good Works in order to the obtaining Salvation, 
tho' they do not found a Title to it. That the Aſſembly's 
' rejeting the Author of the Marrow's Definition of juſti- 
' fying Faith, vis. A Man's bring verily perſwaded in his 
© Heart, that Chrif# Jeſus is his, and that be ſhall have 
© Life and Salvation by him; That whatever Chriſt did for 
the Redemption of Mankind, he did it for him; excludes 
' from the Nature of Faith its appropriating Act, and 
turns it into that general and doubtſom Faith, abjured 
in our National Covenant, P. 3. L. laſt, &c. Contrary 
to Shorter Cat. Q. 33. which plainly makes Receiving of 
Chriſt the appropriating Act of Faith; and to Shorter Cat. 
Q 31. which makes that Act Embracing. | 

And, be ſides other Expreſſions and Inſinuations to be 
ſound in the ſaid Repreſent ation, that are of a dangerous 
Tendency, ſuch as that, The Promiſe of Life, or Threat< 
ning of Death, and Hope of Heaven, and Fear of Hell, 
* are not to influence a Believer's Obedience: Which 
plainly follows from their Aſſertion, That the Moral Law 
* as to Believers is diveſted of its Promiſe of Life, and 
Threatning of Death; That a Promiſe of Life, and a 
© Threatning of Death being added to a Law or Com- 
© mand, makes it a Covenant of Works, Page 2. middle. 
That the Diſtinction of the Law into the Law of Works 
and the Law of Chriſt, which are Two Branches of the 
* tripartite Diviſion of the Law, as it is explained and 
applied by the Author of the Marrow of Modern Divini- 


95, and condemned by the Act of Aſſembly 1720, is to be 
* maintai | 
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And the Aſſembly likewiſe conſidering, that there have it 
this Time, been publiſhed ſeveral Poſitions and Expreffions 
of a pernicious and dangerous Tendency, ſuch as, That in 
the Goſpel, properly ſo taken, there are ho Precepts, the 
© Commands of Faith and Repentance not ekcvhced: That 
* holy Obedience is not properly a federal or conditional 
Mean, nor has any Kind of Cauſality, in order to the ob- 
« taining of Glory,” whereby all Uſefulneſs and Influence 
of how Obedience, in order of Means towards the Pof. 
ſeſſion of Heaven, ſeem to be excluded: That the Lay, 
* asa Covenant of Works, wills us to accept of the non-ſuch 
* Saviour offered to us, of the Payment of a reſponſible 
© Surety ; and that the Law wills, that the Sinner make 
© full Payment-himſelf, or provide good and ſufficient Pay. 
ment by a Surety,” Beſides ſeveral other Poſitions and 
Expreſſions of the like Nature and Tendency, not here 
mentioned. And altho* ſome of thoſe above mentioned 
Poſitions and Expreſſions may be explained into a ſound 
Senſe ; yet, becauſe in the obvious Meaning of them they 
tend to miſlead the Minds of the leſs judicious into errone- 
ous Notions, | | Wai 
Therefore the Aſſembly did, and hereby do ftriQly 
prohibite and diſcharge all the Miniſters of this Church, to 
uſe, by Writing, Printing, Preaching, Catechizing, or 
otherwiſe Teaching, either publickly or privately, theſe or 
any of theſe Poſitions above-mentioned, or what may be 
uivalent to them, or of like Tendency, under the Pain 
of the Cenſures of this Church, conform to the Merit of 
their Offence. And do ordain the ſeveral Presbyteries and 
Synods, and Commiſſions of the General Aſſemblies of 


this Church, to take particular Care, that the Premiſſes be 


pundtually obſerved by all Miniſters and Members of this 
Church; and more eſpecially the Presbyteries and $y- 
nods within whoſe Bounds any of the Brethren reſide, 

who ſigned the Repreſentation. And conſidering, that the 
Brethren's Deſire, that the Act 1720. ſhould be repealed, 
is unjuſt, the Aſſembly does refuſe the ſame. And becauſe 
of the injurious Reflections contained in their Repreſent 
tion, as above mentioned, the Aſſembly do appoint their 
Moderator, in their Name, to rebuke and admoniſh them; 
and tho? their Offence deſerves a much higher Cenſure, 
yet the Aſſembly forbears it, in Hopes that the great Le- 
nity uſed towards them, ſhall engage them to a more du- 
tiful Behaviour in Time coming. a 
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General Aſſemby 17112. 27 
Commiſſion to ſome Miniflers and Elders, for 
diſcuſſing divers Affairs referred to them. 
At Edinburgh, May 22. 1722. Sel. 11. 
T HE General Aſſembly taking to their Conſidera- 


tion, that there are divers weighty Afﬀairs, which 

they cannot overtake, do hereby nominate and 
appoint their Reverend Brethren, Maſters William Mitchel 
at Edinburgh their Moderator, Alexander Meikle at 5 A 
holm, David Balmain at Weſter-kirk, William Steil at Loch- 
maben, Thomas Goldie at Kjrkpatrick-juxta, James Arm- 
front at Ruthwall, John Howie at Morton, Alexander Bain 
at Kr James Guthrie at Frongre)) John Campbell at Kjrk- 
bean, Patrick Cuming at Kjrkmaho, William Boyd at Dalry, 
John Reid at Carsferne, Robert Donaldſon at Barmaclellan, 
Robert Seton at Glaſſertoun, William Cowpar at Moc 
Walter Laurie at Stranraer, John Anderſon at Kjrkmaiden, 
Andreu Rodgers at Galſtoun, Henry Osburn at Torbolton, 
James Robertſon at Craigie, William Coates at Dalmelling- 
toun, James Laurie Junior at Kzrkmichael, Hugh Falfide at 
Newmills, Andrew Cuming at Largs, James Ruat at I 
Robert Miller at Paiſley, Neil Campbel at Renfrew, Jobn An- 
derſon at Port-Glaſgow, Alexander Finlater at Hamilton, John 
Wiſeman at Newmunkland, John Scot at Stanhouſe,Thomas Li- 
zen at Leſmahago, Charles Hunter at Pitineen, Robert David- 
ſon at Crawfordjobn, John Stirling Principal of the College of 
Glaſgow, James Clark at Glaſgow, John Scot there, John Gr 
there, John Ritchie at Old-kirkpatrick, Thomas Leckie at R 
maronock, James Living ſton at Strablene, Robert Glen at 
eien Archibald Gilleſ} * at Strathurd, Charles Stewart 
at Campbelton, John Campbell in Kjllarow in Bay, Alexan- 
der Campbell at Inverary, Duncan Campbell at Kjlchrenan, 
Dougal Campbell at Leſmore, William Moriſon at Tyrie, Da- 
mel M. Aulay at Braccadale, Aulay Me Aulay at Lewis, Wil- 
liam Chalmers at Kjnloch, Robert Bows at Rattray, Duncan 
M-Lea at Dull, James Stewart at Mouline, 'Thomas Black 
at Perth, William Stewart there, William Moncrief at Meth- 
ven, James Fachney at St: Martins, Matthew Wallace at 
Kincardine, Thomas Thomſon at Tulliallan, Alexander Hamil- 
ton at Airth, eArchibald Campbell at Lerbert, David Schaw 
at eAuchterarder, Andrew Ure at Foſſoway, William Hunter 
at Gask, Samuel Charters at Inverkeithing, Alan Logan. at 
Culroſs, John 57,19 be at 19% John eAuchinleck at eAuch- 

'E G 


terdieran, John Cleghorn at Wemyſs, Robert Ponton at Ren- 
2 noway, 


28 The ACTS of the 
Moway, William Thomſon at Flisk, William Dick at Copa, 
William Miles at Moonfie, James Monro at Kettle, Tame, 
Haddow Principal of the New College of St. Angew; 
William Hardie at St. Andrews, John Craigie at St. Monance 
James Robertſon at Leuchars, Joſeph Drew Principal of gt 
Leonard's College in St. oAndrews, William Lyon at Airlie 
Laurence Brown at Lintrathine, eAlexander Finlayſon at 
Eaſſie, Thomas Mitchel at Aberlemno, William Wingate » 
Kznnettles, Samuel Johnſton at Dundee, James Mar at Mui. 
bouſe, William Thomſon at Strickmartin, Charles Charter, at 
eAbereliot, Jobn Henderſon at Kjrkden, James Trail at May. 
troſe, John Dunbar at Menmuir, Robert Gray at Brichey, 


Andreu Honnyman at Ninneſ, James Mitchel at Dunattar, 


Henry Hamilton at Glenbervie, Thomas Blackwell Principal 
of the College of New Aberdeen, David eAnderſon Proſeſ. 
ſor of Divinity in the King's College of Aberdeen, Colin 
Campbell at Aberdeen, James Howie at Newhills, George 
Chalmers Principal of the King's College of Aberdeen, Mar. 
tin Shank at Banchoryternan, John Shepherd at Logie Cal. 
ſtonn, Jobn Burnet at Clunie, James Gordon at «Alford, Geoye 
Moir at Towie, Thomas Reid at Lochall, Alexander Forbes at 
Forgue, Thomas Scot at Fyvie, eAlexander Irvine at Fordye, 
James Innes at Bamff, William Watt at Inverury, Gilbert 
Gerard at eee Robert Abercrombie at Leſlie, Wi. 
liam Leſlie at St. Fergus, James Leſlie at Crimond, oAlexan- 
der Auchinleck at Fraſersburgh, William Forbes at Tarves, 
ames Burnet at Ellon, Alexander Chalmers at Maynu, 
hn Gilchriſt at Keith, James 2 at Rothemay, James 
Thomſon at Elgin, Charles Primroſe there, Francis Grant at 
Dathell, Alexander Fraſer at Inveraven, James Gordon at 
Kinloſs, John Crockat at Dallas, William Stewart at Inver- 
nels, Alexander Mt Bean there, Lauchlan Schaw at Calde, 
eorge Gordon at Cromerty, Hugh „* * at Kzrrimuir- 
wieter, Daniel M*Gilligen at Alneſs, Thomas Chiſholm at 
 Kilmorack, Hugh Duff at Ferne, David Roſs at Tarbat, Rv 
bert Kirk at Robert Robertſon. at Loth, Willian 
Inner at Thurſo, Hugh Corſs at Bowar, Thomas Baikie at 
Kirkwall, James Sands at Birſay, William Blaw at Weſteray, 
Thomas Covingtree at Sanday, James Grierſon at 'Tingwal, 
John Hy at Unſt, William Hamilton Profeſſor of Divinity in 
the College of 2 John Wilſon at North-Leith, 
James Craig at Edinburgh, J. 6 
M. Vicar at Meſt- kirk, James Walker at C ate, Malter 
Allan at Collingtoun, William Wiſheart Principal of the Col- 


lege of Edinburgh, John Brand at Borrowſtonnneſs, Jobs 
J F 


Mie at Strabrock, Robert Dalgleiſh at Linlithgow, James 
Anderſon at Falkirk, Robert Livingflone at Biggar, 
Henderſon at Skirling, James Robertſon at Eccleſtoun, Ale- 
xander Coupar at Traquair, Daniel Gilchriſt at Limon, Pa- 
trick Cuming at Ormiſtous, Thomas Moffat at Newtoun, 4 
an 
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ames Smith at Cramond, Net 


lim Robertſon at Borthwick, Robert Hors 
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Burgh at Saltpreſton, 
Jobn Mutter at Tranent, James Wetherſpoon at Teſter, An- 
ew Brown at Spott, Henry Schau at Cockburnſpath, John 
Campbell at Cranſhaws, James Gilliland at Greenlaw, Tho- 
mas Anderſon at Aitoun, George Ridpath at Ladykirk, James 
Chrytie at Sympron, James Ramſay at Kelſo, William er 
at Eduam, Alexander Conlden at Oxnam, Robert Bell at Cre- 
lin, George Hall at Abbotſrule, Henry Home at Channelkirk, 
Thomas Pitcairn at Lauder, Adam Miln at Melroſs, and Wil- 
lian Bannatyne at Tarrow, Miniſters; His Grace Jahn 


Duke of Athol, the Right Honourable David Earl of Bu- 


chan, Charles Earl of Lawderdale, Thomas Earl of Hadding- 
ton, James Earl ol Finlater, Patrick Earl of Marchmount, 
mes Earl of Hyndford, David Earl of Glaſgow, Archibald 


Farl of ay, Alexander Lord Polwarth, Lord Charles Ker, 


Wiliam Lord Roſs, James Lord Torphichen, George Lord 
Reay, Sir Hugh Dalrymple of Nerth-berwick Baronet Lord 
Preſident of the Seſſion, Mr. Robert Dundas younger of 
Arniſtoun His Majeſty's Advocate, Adam Cokburne of Or- 
niſtoun Lord Juſtice-Clerk, Sir John Maxwel of Pollock Ba- 
roner, Sir „Alexander Ogilvie of Forglen Baronet, Mr. James 
Erckine of Grange, Sir Francis Grant of Cullen Baronet, Mr. 
James Hamilton of Pancaitland, Sir Andrew Home of Rim- 
merghame, Sir Walter Pringle of Newhall, Eight of the Se- 
tators of the College of Juſtice, Sir John Clark of Peuny- 
cook one of the Barons of Exchequer, Mr. John Campbell 
of Mamore, Mr. Arthur Forbes of Breda, Mr. Francis Mont- 
gomery of Giffan, Colonel John Erskine of Carnock; Mr. 
Charles Erskine of Edenshead, George Baillie of Jerviſwood, 
Sir William JoÞnſton of Weſteraw Baronet, David Murray 
of Belreadin, Robert M*Gathan of Dalguhat, John Gilchriſt 
Baillie in Drumfries, Captain Samuel MClellan of Barclay, 
Captain John Martin of eAtries, Sir Charles Hay of Park 
Baronet, Sir Adam Whitford of Blairchan Baronet, Mr. 
James Boſwell of eAuchinleck, Sir David Stewart of 2 
Baronet, Mr. Robert Stewart one of the Regents in the 
College of Edinburgh, Mr. Alexander Finlayſon Clerk of 
Glaſgow, Hugh Montg of Hartfield, John eAirdProvoſt 
of Glaſgow, Sir James Campbell of 72 Baronet, 
. bell late Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, George 
1d Baillie there, James Nimmo Treaſurer there, 
Mr. Alexander Campbell Advocate, William M*Leod of 
Hammir, eAlexander Robertſon of Straloch, William Au- 
fin late Provoſt of Perth, Robert Robertſon preſent Provoſt 
there, Sir James Livingflone of Glentirran Baronet, Mr. 
Alexander eAbercrombie of Tillibody, Sir James Campbell of 
eAberuchil Baronet, Colonel John Erskine Uncle to Alva, 
George Balfour of Balbirnie, Mr. Patrick Haldane Advocate, 
dir Robert Anſtruther of Balcaskie, Mr. Robert Hay of Naughs 
fon, Patrick Drammond of 3 James Craig 


9 
| 


ſloun, Mr. eAlexander Menzies of Culterallers, Sir Jane 
Stewart of Goadtrees Baronet, Mr. Fobyx Henderſon Mer. 
chant, Mr. John Hamiton of Pancaitland, William Baile 


of Lamingtoun, Sir Nilliam Baird of Newbyth Baronet, Sir 


3 Hall of Dunglaſs Baronet, Sir Jobn Stewart of A. 
anbank Baronet, Sir Heber Shakin of Longformacus Baro 
net, Sir John Swinton of that Ilk, Archibald Doigla 
of Cavers, Thomas Haliburton of Newmains, and Sir 
Walter Riddel of that IIk Baronet, Ruling Elders, to 
be Commiſſioners © of this General Aſſembly, to the 
Effects aftermentioned; With Power to the ſaid Com. 
miſſion, or their Quorum, which is hereby declared to be 
any Thirty one of the ſaid Commiſſioners, whereof Twen 
ty one are always to be Minifters, to meet and conveen 
within the Afſembly-houfe at Edinburgh, the firſt free Day 
after the Diſſolution of this Aſſembly, at Ten of the Clock 
Forenoon, and afterwards the ſecond Wedueſdays of Av 
guſt, November, and March next to come, and oſtner, 
when and where they ſhall think fit and convenient ; with 
Power to the ſaid Commiſſioners to. chooſe their own M 
derator. And ficklike, the General Aﬀembly fully im- 
powers and authoriſes their ſaid Commiſſion, or their Quo 
rum abovementioned, to cognoſce and finally determine, 
as they ſhall ſee Cauſe, in every Matter referted, or that 
ſhall be referred to them, by any Act or Order of this AF 
ſembly ; and to do every Thing contained in, and conform 
to the Inſtructions given, or to be given by this Aﬀembly; 
and l to advert to the Intereſts of the Church on every 0c 
caſion, that the Church, and preſent Eſtabliſhment there: 
of, do not ſuffer or ſuſtain any Prejudice, which they 2 
prevent, 
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rrevent, as they will beanſwerable : Providing always 
this general Clauſe he not extended to particular Affairs, 
or Proceſſes beſore Sy nods or Presbyteries, that are not of 
univerſal Concern to, or Influenee upon the hole Churets, 
And it is hereby appointed, That what ſhall be determins 
ed at one Diet of the ſaid Commiiſion, with relation to 
private: Cauſes, ſhall be unalterable by any otlier Diet 
thereof, and ſhall ſtand and continue in Foree, till ' dif; 
approven by the General Aſſembly. And the Genera} AG 
ſembly rene ws the Inſtructions given by the Generab AF 
ſembl One thouſand ſeven hundred and ſeventeen, 
their Commiſſion; and appoints the ſame to ſtand! in: fi 
Force, as Inſtructions to the Commiſhoners abovenamed, 
and to be obſerved by them in all Points, as if the ſame 
were ſpecially herein inſert: And that they enquire into 
the publiſhing and ſpreading of Books and Pamphlets; 
tending towards the promoting of Opinions, of whatever 
Kind, inconſiſtent with our Confeſſion of Faith: And that 
the Recommenders of ſuch Books or Pamphlets, or the 
Errors therein contained, whether by Word, Writ or 
print, be called beſore the ſaid Commiſſion, to anſwer 
ſor the ſame. And further, the ſaid Commiſſion is here- 
by impowered to receive any References and Appeals, that 
ſhall be made to them from Synods, in Matters of Do- 
grine, and ripen ſuch Affairs for the General Aſſembly: 
Likewiſe to take Care, that the Impreſſions of the holy 
Scriptures, the Conſeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, and 
ſuch Books as are authorized by this Church, relating to 
the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government there- 
of, be correct; and to give Directions about printing tho 
fame: They are alſo appointed, at their firſt Meeting, to 
take under Conſideration all the Repreſentations of the 
Growth of Popery within the Bounds of this Nationah 
Church, and of Meeting-houſes not authorized by Law, 
which have been brought up to this and former Aſſem- 
blies, or Commiſſions thereof, or that may be further of- 
ſered to this Commiſion; and to apply to the Government 
for a proper Remedy, and ſpeedy Redreſs. And the aid: 
Commiſſioners are hereby ſtrictly prohibited and diſchar- 
ged to meddle in any other Matters than what are com- 
mitted and referred to them, as abovementioned; and, in 
all their Actings, they are to proceed according to the 
Acts and — of this National Chureh, and do, 
nothing contrary thereto, or to the Prejudice of the ſame: 
Declaring, That in and for all their Actings, they ſhall be 
accountable to, and cenſurable by the next General Aſſem- 
bly, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe: And this Commiſſion is to 
continue and endure until another Commiſſion be a ppoint- 


ed; and Members are * to attend the Diets of the 


noticed; | 


nts therefrom ordered to be 
2 


| 


5 The ACTS of le 

noticed, according to the Seventeenth Act of the General 

Aſſembiy One thouſand ſeven hundred and fix. And, ſor 
the better ſecuring of a Quorum, and Attendance gf 

' Members on the Commiſſion, the General Aſſembly pro. 


hibits the Presbytery of LAnburgb, and other Presbyteriez 
within Twelve Miles thereof, to meet any of the Day, 
or Weeks appointed for the Meeting of this Commiſſion: 
And ſuch of the Members of theſe Presbyteries as are on 
the Commiſſion, are required all of them to give punctual 
Attendance on the Diets thereof; and Presbyteries at , 

eater Diſtance, who have Four or more Members on the 
Commiſſion, are to take Care that at leaſt Two of them 
attend each Diet of the ſame. . 


11 


. 


ACT againit Profaneneſs, and concern ng 


the Duty of Elders and Deacons. 


| \ | 77 95 
At Edinburgh, 22 May, 1722. Seſſ 11. 


H E General er being deeply affeted with 
the great Decay of Chriſtian Piety amongſt all 
Ranks, and the Abounding of Vice and Immo- 


rality, the Neglect of publick Ordinances, and Profanati- 


on of the Lord's Day; and conſidering, that Slackneſs and 
Partiality in the Exerciſe of Diſcipline, and Untenderneſ 
in the Walk and Converſation of the Office-bearers of this 
Church, cannot but greatly contribute to the Increaſe of 
theſe Evils; Therefore the General Aſſembly do earneſtly 
beſeech, exhort and require all Miniſters to take heed to 
themſelves, and to their Doctrine, and to be exemplary to 


their People in Sobriety, Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, ab- 


ſtaining from all Appearance of Evil: And, in like man- 


ner, the General Aſſembly do earneſtly beſeech, exhort 


and require Elders and Deacons to be faithful in the Diſ- 
charge of their reſpective Offices, tender and circumſpet 
in their Walk, and punctual in their attending upon Or- 
dinances, and ſtrict in their Obſervation of the Lord's 
Day, and in regularly keeping up the Worſhip. of God in 
their Families: And the General Aſſembly appoints the 
Judicatures of the Church to take good hed? that none 
be admitted to, or continued in theſe Offices, but ſuch as 
are found qualified, and do behave themſelves as above 
required; And appoints Kirk-ſeſſions, Presbyteries and Sy- 
nods, ſtrictly and impartially, without reſpect of Perſons, 
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- toobſerve this and former Acts of Aſſembly, relative to 


Office-bearers in this Church; And appoints Presbyteries, 
at their Privy Cenſures, to enquire into the Behaviour of 
their Members, and of all the Elders and Deacons in their 
Bounds, with reſpe& to the Premiſſes ; And appoints Sy- 
nods to enquire into the Conduct of Presbyteries; and both 
Synods and Presbyteries to record their Diligence herein, 

t the fame may be reported to General Aſſemblies by 
the Viſitors of Synod-books. And Laſtly, The General 
Aſſembly appoints this Act to be read in all Pariſh-church- 
es, on or before the firſt Sabbath of Auguſt next; and for 
that End, ordains Copies thereof to be printed, and time- 
oully tranſmitted: f ol 


a . 
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ACT concerning Commiſſioners from Uni- 

der ſſties to the General Aſſembly. 
2 22d of May, 1722. Sel. Lit. 

e General Aſſembly appoints and ordains, That 

in all Time coming, the Commiſſions given by 

Univerſities to their Repreſentatives in the Aſſem- 

blies of this Church, as well as theſe given by Presbyteries 

to theirs, ſhall expreſly bear, That the Commiſſioners 

therein named have ſigned the Confeſſion of Faith, with 

the Formula, © wap vn, Nox the 11th Act of the General 


Aſſembly held in the Year 1720, and Acts therein men- 
tioned, under the Certification therein fpecified. 2 


WT . 8 — 
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ACT appointing the Diet of the next Ge- 
neral Aſſembly. 5 


eAt Edinburgh, the 22d of May, 1722. Seſſ. Lit. 

He next General Aſſembly of this National Church, 

is appointed to be held at Edinburgh, upon the ſe- 
cond Thurſday of May next to come, One thouſand 

ſeven hundred and twenty three Years | 


This General Aſembly was concluded with Prayer, ſinging the 
133 Pſalm 2 and pronouncing of the Bleſſing. : 


Collefted and Extrafted from the Rea of the General 
eAſſembly, by O. DUNDAS, Cls. Eccl. Scot. 


I 4 
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Printed ACTS of the General 
Aſemby, held inthe Year 1722, 


I. | \ CT appointing the KI NG's Commiſ. 1 


ſion to HUG H Earl of Loadoun, to 
be recorded. ; 


— 
f MS A. we. 


II. The KIN G's moſt gracious LETTER to the 
General Aſſembly, preſented to them by his Ma- 


jeſty's Commiſſioner. 8 
a HI. The General Aſſembly's ANSWER to the % 
[ __ KING's moſt gracious Letter. 6 ( 
TV. ACT for the better Obſervation of Faſts and 
4, Thankſgivings. m4 
[ee ( 
V. ACT in Favours of Lithaanian Students, 9 
A Vu. The humble Addreſs of theGeneral Aſſembly of the 
1 3s Church of Scotland, to the King's moſt Excel - 
8 5 * lent Majeſty. | lo 
VII. ACT concerning Doctrine, confirming and er 
45 laining the Acts 5th and 8th of the General Aſ- 
ſembly Anno 1720. | I; 
Is 1 
VIII. Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Elders, for | 
diſcuſſing divers Affairs referred to them, 27 
| | | = 
IX. ACT againſt Profaneneſs, and concerning the A 
A Duty of Miniſters, Elders, and Deacons. 32 * 
X. ACT concerning Commiſſioners from Univer- 80 
ſities to the General Aſſembly. 3 | 
XI. ACT appointing the Diet of the next General 
Aſſem ibid, A 
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he Act e the General 'Afembly of the 
"Giri Scotland, beld in the Tear 
1722, which are nit here printed. 


Fter Sermon by Mr. Thomas Blath,one of the Miniſters 
of Perth, Moderator of the preceeding Aſſembly, the 
+ Miniſters - and Ruling Elders, Members of this 
Aflembly, did conveen, and Mr, William Mitchel one of the 
— * Edinbargh was choſen Moderator, May tot h, 
1722. Sefſ. r. iN auen 
His Grace His Majeſty's Commiſſioner's Speech to the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly. at the opening thereof. J id. 5 
The Moderator's Return to His Majeſty's Commiſſioner's 
Speech. Id. Ne 111.5 8 FA Ss KOT 
Committee appointed for drawing an Anſwer to His Ma- 
jelty's gracious Letter. Ibia. PE SC 
Committee for Overtures appointed. 1bid. | 
Committee for, Bills, References and Appeals. bid. 
Committee appointed to examine the Form of the Com- 
miſſions given to the Members of this Aſſembly, by 
their Conſtituents; and try how they agree with the 
Acts of Aflembly ; cenſure Abſents from this Aſſembly, 
or the Diets thereof: To name Miniſters to preach be- 
fore His Majeſty's Commiſſioner ; to receive in the Liſts 
of Probationers and Students of Divinity, in order to 
their being recorded ; and to bring in their Report with 
reſpect to Commiſſions, firſt to the Committee for O- 
vertures. bed. | | 
The Seventh Act of the General Aſſembly Ann 1718, for 
the better Diſpatch of Buſineſs, read, and the punQual 
Obſervation: thereof injoin'd. Id. | 
A Diet appointed for Prayer. Did. 
A Diet ſpent in Prayer. May 11. Seſſ. 2. 
Miniſters named to preach before the King's Commiſſion- 


er. Ibid, 
Some more Commiſſions produced, and Members added 


to Committees, Ibid, | 
More Commiſſions produced, and Additions made to Com- 

mittees. May 12, Sefſ. 3. | 
An Anſwer to His Majeſty's gracious Letter, unanimouſly 
_ approven, and being figned by the Moderator; the 
Lord Commiftoner undertook to tranſmit it to — 
4 


| 
| 
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Majeſty ; and Copies thereof, with Letters, were order'g 
to be ſent to his Grace the Duke of Roxbargh, and to 
the Lord Carteret, Principal Secretaries of State. Jbiq, 

A Committee appointed to reviſe the Regiſter of the 
Commiſſion of the late General Aſſembly; to audite the 
Procurator and Agent for the Church their Accounts; 
to conſider the State of the Church's publick Money, and 
prepare Overtures thereanent; and alſo to prepare any 
Overtures and References made by the late Commiſſion 
to this Aſſembly. 16:4. 


Committees appointed to reviſe the Synod-books of Dram. 


fries, Galloway, Glaſgow and Air, Argle, Fife, Angus and 


Mearns, Aberdeen, Murray; Roſs and Sutberland, Lothian 
and Tweeddale, and Merſe and Teviotdale; and the 4th 
Act of Aſſembly 1713 was read to them, and they were 
ordered to obſerve the Directions therein given. Ibid; 


The Books of the Synod of Perth and Stirling, and Or. 
and Caithneſs, and of the Presbytery of Artland, were cal. 


led for, but not produced. 16:4. 


Committee appointed to receive in from the Commiſſion- 
ers from the ſeveral Presbyteries, their Synods and Pref. 
byteries Inſtructions to them, or any Overtures they 
have to offer from them, and to claſs the Matters 
therein-contained, and prepare Overtures therefrom 


to the Aſſembly; and to receive in any Accounts that 


ſhall be offered to them of the State of the Church in 
the North, the Highlands and Iſlands, particularly con- 
cerning the Growth of Popery and Superſtition, and 
conlider the ſame, and prepare Overtures for ſuppreſſing 
and preventing thereof, and to bring in their Report 
firſt to the Committee ſor Overtures, that they may 
prepare the ſame for the Aſſembly. 1614. - | 


The Aſſembly, having heard a Repreſentation ſrom the 


Presbytery of Daxkeld, of the Caſe of the Pariſh of en- 


muir in their Bounds, and complaining of the Presby- 
tery of Lorn, for refuſing to tranſport Mr. Archbald 
Campbell from Kjlmanivaig to that Pariſh; together 
with another Repreſentation from the ſaid Presbytery 
of Lora, ſetting forth the lamentable State of their 
Bounds ; together alſo with a Third Repreſentation 

from the ſaid Mr. Archbald Campbell, of the State of his 
Pariſh, and of his own Grievances, given in to his ſaid 

Presbytery of Lorn: They, without determining in the 
Complaint againſt the Presbytery of Lorn, did diſcharge 
that Presbytery to tranſport the ſaid Mr. Archbald Camp- 
bell from N, 
of the Commiſſions of the Aſſemblies of this Church ; 

* | | : | | an 


Imanivaig to Renmuir, without the Advice 


IND E x 


ind ordered a Letter to be written to the Earl of Broad? 
Aline, not to inſiſt in that Tranſportation, but to think 
ypon another fit Perſon: And the other Heads of the 
{aid Repreſentations from Lor» and Mr. Archbald Camp- 
bel, were remitted to the Committee for Inſtructions. 


" 
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bid. | | | * 
Mr. John Chalmers is tranſported from the Scots Congre- | 
gation of Campvere in gland, to the Pariſh of Daffw ; 
and Letters are ordered to be writtento the 1 
of Campvere, and the Scots Conſiſtory there. 10. | | 
More Commiſſions - produced, and Additioris made to 
Committees, May 14. 1722. Seſſ. 4. © 
The Act for ordering the Aſſembly houſe was read; and the 
Obſervation thereof injoined. 1614. | 
Mr. William Milne Miniſter at Kg/4rammie, depoſed by 
the Synod of Aberdeen, is reſtored to his Charge, and 
he is admoniſhed to be more circumſpeR in his Con- 
verſation in Time coming; and the Synod. is adviſed 
more exactly to obſerve the Directions of the Form of 
roms. 2900+ co 2. 18 
A Diet is appointed for hearing Mr. Alexander Least, Mi- 
niſter at Clat, his Affair, lbid  _ . | 
A Letter to the Aſſembly from Captain Alexander Stewart; 
Maſter of a Scots Ship, who with his Crew, were taken 
by the Rovers of Salee, in the Year 1719, and were 
relieved by the Mediation of his Majeſty, and in whoſe 
Favours the Aſſembly 1720, did interpoſe, giving an 
Account of the ſad Slavery People are in, in the Emperor 
of Morrocco's Dominions, and the bad Treatment Chri- 
ſtians meet with there, and thankfully acknowledging 
the great Mercy of his and his whole Crew their Deli- 
verance, Was read, and ordered to be recorded. 161d, 
A ſeleQ Committee is appointed to conſider the dangerous ey c 
Growth of Popery, and what had been done by the 
Commiſſion of the late Aſſembly, with reſpe& thereto, 
and likewiſeto conſider the Repreſentations concerning 
the ſame that were lying before the Committee for In- 
ſtrutions, and prepare Overtures for the effectual pre- 
venting and ſupprefling of that Evil. Jbid. | 
A Petition from the Presbytery of Strathbbogze, ſetting forth 
the great Growth of Popery in their Bounds; and the 
lamentable Caſe of ſome Proteſtants in divers Places 
therein, and craving ſome Allowance for a Preacher and 
a Catechiſt to be imployed to teach the People in thoſe 
Pariſhes where Popery prevails, is remitted as to what 
concerns the Growth of Popery and Oppreſſion of Pro- 
teſtants, to the Committee for Inſtructions, and as to 
What relates to the Allowance for a Preacher and Cate- 
chiſt, to the Committee me publick Accounts. id. 
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A Commiſſion produced from the City of Glaſgom, and the 


Commiſſioner added to the Committee for Overture 
May 15th, Seſſ. 5. | * | 


A Diet appointed to the Committee againſt Popery, thi 
Mr. James Toung of Killicantie, Collector of the Contribution 


for the Proteſtants in Lithuania, appointed by the Aﬀem. 


bly 1718. his Account of Charge andDiſcharge, examined 


by a Committee of the late Aſſembly, is produced, agg 
the Charge found to amount to 4289 /ib. 3 d. f Par 
Sterl. and the Diſcharge duly vouched, to 4279 1, 


18 ſb. 3 d. and g Part Sterl. and the Balance of 9 liz, 
2 (b. Ster 


. is appointed to be paid to Mr. Samuel Chien, , 
Polſoni an Student of Theology at the College of Edin. 
bargh ; and upon Payment thereof, the ſaid Mr, Jam 


' Young is diſcharged of his Intromiſſions with the foreſaid 
Contributions; and gets the Thanks of the Aſſembly fo 
his Care and Diligence in that Matter; and he is im. 


owered to call to an Account all Intromitters with any 
art of the ſaid Collections, who have not paid the ſame 
in to him, conform to the Aſſembly's Orders, Ibid, 


The Report of the Committee for Purity of Doctrine, and 


Report of the late Commiſſion, with Relation to the R- 


| preſentation of Mr. James Hog, and other Brethren, againſt 


the 5th Act of Aſſembly, Anno 1720, being tranſmitted by 
the Committee for Overtures, was ordered to be read the 
next Diet of the Aſſembly. 1414. 


Intimation is made to the'Deficients in paying the Contr: 


bution for the French Proteſtant Colony in Hiddleburg- 
hauſen in Saxony, that they give in the ſame to Job» 
Martine of Litile-Airies, the Collector thereof, Ibid. 


The Repreſentation of the Twelve Brethren againſt the 5th 


Act of Aſſembly 1720, and the Overtures of the Com- 
miſſion of the late Aſſembly with Reſpect thereto, and 


anotherOverture concerning the 5th Article of the ſaid 5th 


Act, are read and remitted to the Committee for Over- 


_ tures; and it was openly declared, That all other Mem- 


bers of the Aſſembly that inclined to be preſent at the 
ſaid Committee, ſhould be at Liberty to meet and ſpeak 
their Mind upon that Subje& ; and that nothing might 


obſtruct their Attendance, it was reſolved, that no o. 


ther Committee ſhould interfere with that Committee's 


Meeting; and a Diet is appointed for the Committee 


for Overtures ; and the Brethren Subſcribers of the Re- 
preſentation being all preſent, except Mr. Bonar, were 
warned to attend the Committee, May 16. Seſſ. 6. 


Miniſters' named to preach before the King's Commiſſo- 


ner. Tbid. 


Advertiſement was given to ſuch of the Brethren as hid 


any Part of the Contribution for the Pariſh of Noriefozn, 
to give in the ſame to Nicol Spence the Sub Clerk. * 


* ©. 
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Th: Commiſſion is inſtructed and impowered to determine 


finally in any Proceſs that ſhould be brought before 
them, in order to the planting of the Pariſh of Errol; 
[bid. 3 

4» Paton Bookſeller, his Petition committed; that Part 
of it that concerns Payment of his Account, to the Com- 
mittee for publick Accounts ; and that Part thereof that 
relates to the Printing of the Acts of Aſſembly, and o- 
ther publick Papers, to a ſelect Committee. 1bid. 

A Sentence of - Depoſition pronounced by the Synod of A. 
berdeen, againſt Mr. Alexander Leak late Miniſter at Clat, 
is affirmed : But the ſaid Mr. Least having ſhewed ſome 

. Evidences of Repentance in Preſence of the Aſſembly, 
the Synod is impowered to repone him to the Miniſtry, 
if they ſee good Cauſe for it from his after Life and Con- 
verſation. bid. 

All Petitions and Claims for Money lying before the AC. 
ſembly, are remitted to the Committee for the publick 
Accounts. id. | 

The Committee for Overtures was appointed to meet a- 

ain upon the Affair of Doctrine in the ſame Manner as 
Fefterday ; and all the Members of the Aſſembly were 
allowed to be preſent, and ſpeak their Minds upon that 
SubjeRt, as in a Committee of the whole Houſe. bid. 

An humble Addreſs to his Majeſty concerning the Growth 
of Popery ; and a large Memorial of particular Inſtances 

ol the Increaſe of that Evil, are unannimouſly appro- 
ven, and the Addreſs ſigned by the Moderator; and 
the Lord Commiſſioner undertook to tranſmit the ſame 
to his Majeſty, and Copies thereof, with Letters, are 
271 to be ſent to the Sccretaries of State, May 18. 

The Report of the Viſitors of the Commiſſion-book is recei- 
ved, and the Book aiteſted in the uſual Form. 1544. 

The Procurator and Agent their Accounts, with the Re- 
port of the Commiittee for publick Accounts thereupon, 
and an Overture concerning their Salaries produced, and 
the Reports are read, and the Accounts and Reports or- 
dered to ly upon the Table until the next Sederant; but 
the Overtures are remitted to the Committee for Over- 
tures with the other Heads of the Report of the Com- 
mittee for the Commiſſion- book, in ſo far as the Things 
therein mentioned are not yet done. Tbid. 

The Members of Aſſembly ordered to meet by their Synods 
ſeverally, to name Perſons in their reſpective Synods, 
to be a Committee for nominating the Members of the 
Commiſſion to be appointed by this Aſſembly, and pre- 
paring the Draught of their Commiſſion ;. and for theix 

uection herein, the * of the Aſſembly 1705, con- 
1 Ton. 
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terning the Regulation of Commiſſions, was publickiy 
read. Ibid. ; : $5 8 a | 
The Caſe of Mr. William Ruſſel, late Miniſter of the Goſpel 
at Srobo, depoſed by the Synod of - Lothian, is referred to 
the Commiſſion, with Power to determine finally there. 
in, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe, and that at the firſt Meet. 
TT... ed $i on ne 3 "1h 42: He 
The Petition of the Presbytery of Perth, complaining of 
the Procedure of the Commiſſion of the Aſſembly 1929, 
in the Caſe of Mr: William Engliſh, Miniſter. at Xii. 
ſpindie, is reſuſed; and 'tis found, that the ſaid Caſe, 
in ſo far as it affects the ſaid Mr. Engliſh, the Aſſembly 
could not reſume the Conſideration thereof, it being al. 
ready finally determined by the Cominiſſion of an Af. 
VV I UT 3 
The Conſideration of the Petition of Mr. John Kieth, Mi. 
niſter at Walls and Flota in Orkney, and his Caſe therein 
ſet forth, is referred to the Commiſſion; and they are 
impowered to do what they can therein, as fully and 
freely as the Aſſembly might have done themſelves, if 
they had had Time to take full Trial of his Circumſtan- 
ces, and the former Orders for carrying on the Proceſſes 
mentioned in his Petition, upon the publick Charges 
of the Church, and former References to the Commilh; 
on in his Favours, are renewed. Jbid, WM 
Intimation is made to the Viſitors of Synod: books, to have 
their Reports ready. to, be laid before the Aſſembly, a- 
giainſt the next Sederwnt. | Ibid. LW 
The Committee ſor Overtures, with the whole other Mem- 
bers of Aſſembly, as in a Committee of the whole 
Houſe, are again appoiuted to meet upon the Subject of 
Doctrine. TJbid. | 
Liſts of Perſons in the ſeveral Synods brought in, and ap- 
pointed as a Committee for drawing the Commiſſion to 
be given by this Aſſembly, naming. the Perſons to be 


\ . thereon, and preparing Inſtructions to them, May 19. 
$ 5 | 


ell. 9. | F . | 

The Synod Books of Dumfries, Galloway, Glaſgow and Air, 
Arg yle, Fife, Angus and Mearns, Aberdeen, Murray, 
Roſs and Sutherland, Lothian and Tweadale, and Merſe and 
Teviotdale, are ordered to be atteſted ; but the Synod 
of Dramfries is adviſed to take Care, to have their Re- 
giſters duly ſigned. by. their Moderators and the Clerk; 
and the Aſſembly's Diſſatisfaction with them for having 
their Regiſters ſo far behind, is notified to them; and a 
peremptor Appointment is laid upon them to have the 
ſame completely made up befor the next Aſſembly, 
"a9 it may be brought before them to be reviſed, The 

Sy nod of Galloway is adviſed to cauſe the Minutes of their 
; | | imme; 
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diately preceeding Meeting to be read at the opening of 
their next Synod, to cauſe each different Purpoſe in their 
Record to be diſtinguiſhed by new Lines; That they 
cauſe mark the Members preſent at each Sederunt; That 
they do not preſs the Oath of Purgation upon any ſcan- 
dalous Perſon, the ſame being a Privilege indulged onl 
when it is found to be for Edification 3 That they cau 
fill up all the Blanks in their Regiſter, and cauſe the ſame 
to be duly ſigned by the ſeveral Moderators and their 
Clerk. And former Recommendations to the Synod of 
Argyll, to uſe their urmoſt Diligence to bring in 
Contributions throughout their Bounds, for advancing 
the pious and charitable Deſign of propagating Chriſti- 
an Knowledge, are renewed. The Synod of Fife is ad- 
viſed to take Care, that their Clefk, in filling up their 
Regiſter, do not make uſe of Figures, nor leave Blanks, 
and that he make up the Regiſter fully. The Synod of 
Angus and Mearns is appointed to have their Book com- 
pletely filled up againſt the next Aſſembly. And the 
Synod of Murray is adviſed to be more exact in callin 
to an Account the Abſents from their Meetings : And 
the Synod-books of Perth and Stirling, and Orkney and 
Caithneſs, and the Presbytery-book of Tetland, not bein 
brought up, were ordered to be laid before the next Af. 
ſembly, to be examined by them. Ibid. 
Letters are ordered to be written to the ſeveral Synods, 
requiring them punQually to obſerve the 4th Act of Aſ- 
ſembly 1713, and to take ſpecial Care to do all the 
Particulars, the Omiſſion whereof is mar” by the ſaid 
Act to be noticed by the Viſitors of their Books. Ibid. 
Act approving the Procurator for the Church, his Accounts 
of the Church's Allowance of 500 lib. Sterl. which was 
at the Diſpoſal of the laſt Aſſembly, for defraying the 
Charges of the Church, for the Year 1921, and dif- 
charging him and his Cautioner of his Intromiſſions 
therewith, and appointing the Balance of Ninety one 
Pounds, Nine Shillings, Eleven Pence, and one ſixth 
Part of a Peny Sterl. due to him, to be ſtated as an Ar- 
ticle of Diſcharge in his next Account. . bid. 
Act approving Nico! Spence, Agent for the Church, his Ac. 
counts; and ſuſtaining his Depurſements on the Church's 
Affairs from the Firſt of May 1721, to the firſt of May 
current 1722, and appointing the Balance of Thirty rwo 
Pounds, Four Shillings and Three Pence Sterl. due by 
* him, to be deduced and allowed in the Payments to be 
made of the Money due by the Church to him, as the 
Balances of his former Accounts. Ibid. | 
The Conſideration of the State of Affairs in the Presby- 
tery of Letland, ſet forth in their Petition and repreſent- 
ed to former — with the Report of the Com- 
| mittee 


upon, did by Vote approve thereof ; only Five Perſons of 
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- fnittee for Bills thereupon, is referred to the Commiſſion 
and they are inſtructed to take the ſame under Deli. 
| beration at their firſt Meeting, and do therein as they ſee 
e Cauſe. Ibid. | x 


| The Aſſembly having confidered the Caſe of Mr. Robert 


Ker Miniſter of Lathnet and Loch-lee, and his Appeal a. 
gainſt the Sentence of the Synod of Angus and Mearn,, 
they adviſe the ſaid Mr. Xer to ſtand to the 

Agreement he had entered , into, for having another 
| Miniſter ſetled in theſe united Pariſhes, for the Benefit 
thereof, and give way to the Execution of that Agree. 
ment, without further Oppoſition, 1674, * 
The Commiſſion is inſtructed and impowered to do what 
they can to forward the Collections for carrying on new 
Erections in the Pariſh of Dairneſs in Strathnaver, and 
making up of Stipends to Miniſters in the Pariſhes that 
may be erected there, and to uſe Endeavours to make 
the ſaid new EreQions effectual, according to former 

Recommendations thereanent, which arerenewed. 16;d 

The Proceſs and Appeal of John Hutchiſon of Hairlay 
from the Sentence of the Synod of G/aſgow, againſt him, 
in aCaſe of Scandal, is referred to the Commiſſion, with 

Power to them to determine finally therein, as they 

* ſhall ſee Cauſe. Ibid. | 5 
The Committee for Overtures, at three ſeveral Meetings, 
where all the other Members of the Aſſembly were in- 
vited to be preſent, and ſuch of them as inclined to 
" ſpeak, were heard to declare their Minds, having had 
under their Conſideration the Overtures for explaining 
and confirming the fifth and eighth Acts of the General 
Aſſembly, Ano 1720; and the Brethren Subſcribers of 
the Repreſentation againſt the ſaid Acts, having been 
fully heard upon thoſe Parts of the ſaid Overtures which 
relate to their ſaid Repreſentation, they did tranſmit 
the ſame to the Aſſembly in the Form of an Act; and the 
ſaid Act being once read, and again Paragraph by Pa- 
ragraph, and the Quotations therein adduced, of Paſſages 
from the Book called the Marrow of modern Divinity, be- 
ing compared with the ſaid Book, and with the foreſaid 
| Repreſentation in open Aſſembly, and found exact; and 
alſo theQuotations adduced in the ſaid Act from the fore- 
ſaid Repreſentation, and from the holy Scriptures, and 
alſo from our Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, being 
openly compared, and found likewiſe exact; and the 
Texts of Scripture, and Paſſages of our Confeſſion and 
. Carechiſms, being found pertinent to the Purpoſes tor 
which they are cited The General Aſſembly did ma- 
turely and deliberatly conſider the ſaid Act, and atter 
full reaſoning, having made ſome amendements there- 


the 
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on, the whole Aſſembly voting in the Negative: And the Mo- 
li- derator, by the Aſſemblys Appointment, did rebuke the 
lee ſoreſaid Bretheren for the injurious Reflections contained 
in their ſaid Repreſentation, and did admoniſh them 
to be ware of the like in all Time coming. May 21. 
S/. 10. 3 | | 4 
Rl Four hundred Merks yearly to their Procura- 
tor's Sallary, commencing from Whitſunday 1721, to make 
up to him what the Procurator ſor the Church's 
Sallary formerly was; with a Declaration, That no Part 
of that Addition ſhall be paid, until all the preſent 
Debts of the Church be firſt cleared. My 22. 


at Sell. 11. 

W E Lang Nicol Spence, who was conjunct Agent with 
nd the deceaſt John Blair during his Life; to be now ſole 
at Agent for the Church; and declaring that Part of the 


Agent's Sallary that belonged to the ſaid John Blair, 
to belong "ua to him, commencing from Whitſanday 
1721. Ibid, | 

i Commilica by this Aſſembly to ſome Miniſters and 
Elders, to difcuſs divers weighty Affairs which they 
could not overtake, and Iaſtruftions to them appro- 
ven. Ibid. ö 

The Commiſſion is impowered finally to determine in 

N any References that ſhall be made to them, about 

planting any of the Churches of Edinburgh. Ibid, 

[tis referred to the Presbytery of Edinburgh, in Caſe any 
Probationer be called to the Scors Congregation at 
Canpvere, to proceed to his Trial and Settlement, ac- 
cording to the Conſtitutions of this Church; and if the 
foreſaid Congregation ſhall call a Miniſter ſettled in 
any Church, the Commiſſion is impowered finally to 
determine in any Proceſs or Appeal that ſhall be pur- 
ſued upon that Head, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe. 1bid. 

The Commiſſion is impowered for this Time only, finally 
to determine in any References or Appeals that ſhall be 
brought before them. about planting any of, the Churches 
of Glaſgow, as they ſhall find juſt, bid. 

The Commithon is impowered finally to determine in any 
References or Appeals that ſhall be brought before them, 
with regard to the planting the Pariſh of Kenmair, Ibid. 

The Iaſtructions given by the laſt Aſſembly to their Com- 
miſſion, concerning Mr. Alexander Scrimztonr Profeſſor 
of Divinity in the College of St. Andrews, Mrs. Joh 
Craig, Francis Pringle, and Niniaw Tourg, Maſters of 
the ſaid College, is renewed: And the Commiſſion of 
this Aſſembly is of new impowered to take under Con- 

ſideration the Reference of the Synod of Fife, concern- 

ing the foreſaid | Perſons, and do therein as they ſee 

Cauſe. Ibid. a 
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All Affairs that were referred by the laſt General Aſſembly 
to their Commiſſion, and are yet depending, and undif. 
cuſſed by them, are referred to the Commiſſion of this 
Aſſembly, and the Commiſſion, is impowered to pro- 
ceed, and determine therein, in the ſame manner as the 
former Commiſſion could have done, by virtue of the 
References made to them thereof. 7bid. 
The Conſideration of the heavy Complaints made to the 
Aſſembly, in a Repreſentation from the Presbytery of 
Tyn, by Appointment of the Synod of Roſs and Su. 
. therland, of the abounding Profanity in that Place, is 
remitted to the Commiſſion, with Power to do what 
they can, to put a Stop thereto, Ibid, 
The Commiſſion is inſtrufted, at their firſt Diet, to inquire 
into the Right of Election of a Repreſentative from the 
College of Edinburgh, in the General Aſſemblies of this 
Church; and to report their Judgment therein, to the 
next Aſſembly, at their firſt Diet for ordinary Buſineſs: 
But, in regard all Parties claiming Right to elect, did 
concur in chooſing Mr. William Wiſheart Principal of 
the faid College, his Election is ſuſtained. ' Alſo the 
Commiſſions from the Presbyteries of Inverneſs and 
Caithneſs, and College of Glaſgow, are ſuſtained pro hu 
vice,for the Reaſons expreſt in the AR. And further al 
the Omiſſions mentioned in the Report of the Committee 
for reviſing Commiſſions, in not ſending Commiſſioners to 
this Aſſembly, are excuſed for this Time; but Letters 
are, ordered to be written to Presbyteries and Colleges 
_ deficient, either by not ſending Commiſſioners at all, or 
not ſending a competent Number, or whoſe Commil- 
ſions are any way defective, requiring them. carefully 
to obſerve the Ads of Aſſembly, as to theſe Matters, in 
Time coming: Aud Synods to be written to, to inquire 
into the Reaſons why their Presbyteries are not fully, 
or not at all repreſented in this Aſſembly, and report to 
the Commiſſion ; and the Clerk is ordered, in the Cer- 
tificates given to Members of their Attendance, to mark 
dowa the Diets they were abſent, either from Aſſembly 
or Committees, that Presbyteries concerned may in- 
quire into the Reaſons of the ſame, as is injoined by 
former Acts of Aſſembly. Ibid. LITE 
he Commiſhon is appointed to inquire at the Members 
trom the ſeveral Synods and Presbyteries, if they recei- 
ved and cauſed to be read in each Pariſh the Aſſembly's 
Recommendation in May 1721, with reſpect to the 
lection for the [Colony of French Proteſtants at Hilde- 
burghauſen in Saxony; and if the Order appointed by the 
ſaid Aſſembly, that the ſaid Recommendation ſhould 
be intimated, prior to any ſubſequent one, 3 
| ept 
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kept; and it is particularly recommended to the Com- 


miſſion to do all they can, to make the ſaid Collection 
efeAual as ſoon as poſſible, and, if they can, before 
Lambmas next: And it is earneſtly recommended to 
deficient Presbyteries, at their firſt Meeting, to cauſe 
intimate the ſaid Recommendation of Aſſembly 1921, 
and fore ward the ſaid Collect ion, and ſend up the Mo- 
ney with all Diligence to Mr. John Martine of Little 
Airies, Bookſeller in Edinburgb, who is appointed to cols 
ect the ſame. Ibid. 3 
A voluntar Collection is recommended to be made in the 
Presbyteries of Linlichgow, Stirling, Glaſgow, Paiſley and 
Dumbarton, for the Relief and Redemption of Matthew 
Roger Sailer in Borrow ſtounneſs, now in Slavery with the 
Turks at Algiers, in ſuch Manner as the ſaid Presbyte- 
ries ſhall judge moſt effectual. bid. 

The Conſideration of ſome Overtures concerning the State 
of the Church's publick Money, is referred to the 
Commiſſion, that they may fully prepare the ſame for 
the next Aſſembly, to be brought in to the Committee 
for Overtures at their firſt Meeting; and, in the mean 
Time, the Commiſſion is impowered to ſuſpend the 
Execution of the 5th Article of the 8th Act of Aſſembly 
1698, and the 5th Act of Aſſembly 1515 in fo far as 
concerns Viaticums, or Allowances to Probationers ſent 
to ſupply Vacancies in the North: And 'tis referred to 
the Commiſſion, to conſider and ſtate the Accounts due 
to the former Printers to the Church, and theſe who are 
preſently imployed, and alſo to John Paton Bookſeller, 
for publick Papers, that the ſame may be paid, accor- 
ding to the Rules preſcribed by the Acts of Aſſem- 
bly : And the Commiſſion is impowered to ſettle with 
proper Perſons for printing the Acts of Aſſembly, and 
other publick Papers of the Church, and to give the 
needfu] Directions in this Matter: And the Commiſſion 
is inſtructed to addreſs the Government, for a ſuitable 
Fund yearly, during His Majeſty's Pleaſure, for main» 
taining more Preachers in Pariſhes where Popery pre- 
vails, and alſo Catechiſts for travelling through the ſame; 
and for deſraying the Expences of Proceſſes, that may 
be found needful for ſuppreſſing Popery, and preventing 
the further Growth thereof. And it is referred to the 
Commiſſion to provide Mrs. Eueas Sage, Alexander 
Schaw, and James Gatt, Students, in"Burfaries ; and to 
give due Encouragement to other hopeful Students ha- 
ving the Iriſb Language; and do what they can to pro- 
vide them in burſeries that there may be more Plenty 


of fir Perſons to be imployed in Countries where Popery 


prevails. Ibid. 
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8 INDEX 


The Heads of the Petition of the Presbytery of Lors, for; 
merly delayed, are referred to the Conſideration of the 
Commiſſion; with Power to them to do therein as they 
ſhall ſee meer. 1674. | Y 

The Conſideration of the whole Proceſs and Appeal of the? 
Pariſh of Fogo, from the Sentence of the Synod 
Merſe and Teviotdale, in the Caſe of the planting of ih 
- Pariſh, is referred to the Commiſſion, with Power # 

determine finally therein, as they ſhall ſee Cauſe. 1b? 

Mr. Henry Robin, late Miniſter at Burntiſland, his Petition 
is rejected, and he is diſcharged to give any furthers 
Trouble to the Aſſemblies of this Church, with ceſpet 

to the Proceſſes mentioned in his Petitions. 1b;d, 

The whole Caſe of John Blaw of Caſtlebill and Elſpeth Dryſlals! 
their Scandal, as ſet forth in a Reference thereof from the 
Presbytery of Dumfermling, to the Aſſembly, is referred to fis 
Conſideration of the Commiſſion, with Power to do thereing 
they ſhall find juſt. id. 4 

The Conſideration of the Petition of Mr. Robert Gray Miniſter & 
Briechin, with reſpe& to the Reparation of his Manſe, is je 


ferred to the Commiſſion, with Power to do therein as they (hill 
ſee Cauſe. Did. | 4 
Proteſtation admitted at the Inſtance of the Synod of Galloway, 4; 
gainſt Sarah Schaw Lady Lagan, for not inſiſting in her Appl 
from the Sentence of that Synod, in the Caſe of her Cons 
plaint againſt Mr. Jobn Anderſon, her Miniſter, for refuſinghꝶ 
2 Teſtificate to partake of the Lord's Supper. Ibid. | 
Proteſtation admitted at the Inſtance of the Synod of Perth and 
Stirling, againſt the Pariſhoners of Blairgowrie, for not init 
ing in their Appeal from the Sentence of that Synod, in te 
Caſe of the Tranſportation of Mr. Villiam Stewart from Puts 
to that Pariſh. Lid. | 1 
Proteſtation admitted at the Inſtance of the Synod of Roſs andy 
_ therland, againſt Alexander Roſs Chirurgeon, for not inſiſting in 
his Appeal from the Sentence of that Synod againſt him, i 


% 


the Matter of a Scandal. Did. ; 
Proteſtation admitted at the Inſtance of the Synod of Abejdeen, + 
gainſt the Pariſhoners of New-deer, for not inſiſting in their Aps 
peal from the Sentence of the ſaid Synod, with Relation to the 
8 of that Pariſh with Mr. George Mair Probatione 
id. ; 
The. Di, of the Commiſſion's Meeting to Morrow is intim 
ted 8 | 
A Committee is appointed to reviſe the Minutes of this Aſſembly, 
and give Directions for printing ſuch of the Acts thereof as at 
to be ſtanding Rules, or of publick Uſe. Ibid, © 
Liſts of Probationers and Students of Divinity brought in, andthe 
Names of Probationers read, and ordered to be recorded. Ii. 
The Minutes of this Day's Sederunt read, all the Minutes of pres 
ceeding Sederunts having been read at the reſpective Diets ſubs 
ſequent to each of them. bid. | ; 
The Moderator's Speech to the Aſſembly, and to the King's Com- 
miſſioner. Did. 2 
The Commiſſioner's Speech, and Concluſion of this Aſſembly. Dil. 
: F 1 N I S. 8 "4 
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